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from the Rector       

The Rev. Donald Lowery  

Renovemos 

I have a dear friend who loves a 
project as much as she loves anything in 
life.  In fact, her husband, a real estate 
agent, was telling the truth when he said 
he would buy old, generally historic 
fixer uppers for her to take on as a 
project.  He told me, “Our house would 
be in a constant uproar of rearrangement 
and renovation if she did not have some 
other place to work on.”  She renovated 
and restored a number of historically and 
architecturally significant homes in her 
community, which her husband then sold 
to folks who wanted some a place to 
make home.  She has a general 
contractor’s license and her work is 
always of top quality because she knows 
and works well with the best local 
contractors.  She and her husband are 
now officially “retired” but she has not 
slowed down.  Since retirement she has 
added a new master suite to the ground  
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floor of the house so they won’t need to 
climb the stairs to the original master 
bedroom as they grow older.   Did I 
mention the 1796 log cabin that was 
sitting in decay on the back side of their 
2000 acre farm?  You guessed, she had it 
moved, dismantled, the rotten logs 
replaced with authentic materials, 
reconstructed all with the addition of a 
kitchen and modern bath and made it 
little get away place for them down on 
the old farm pond. 

A renovation project can be high 
adventure but it can also very satisfying.  
My friend loves to be busy.  She loves 
history and is very proud of the fact that 
she has saved a number of historic 
buildings and repurposed them for 
modern life.   I’ve told her and her 
husband I would like to retire to the log 
cabin, but she assures me her adult 
children and grandchildren already have 
dibs.  But never despair, if I want to 
move in that direction when I retire, she 
assures me she and her husband can help 
set me up in appropriate quarters, 
suitably historic and totally restored. 

Sometimes our lives need a bit of 
renovation. It may be our spiritual lives 
that need a bit of touching up.  May I 
suggest our Wednesday (5:30 p.m.)  
Holy Communion. Service.  It is a quiet 
service with either a short homily or a 
short teaching after the service.  It may 
be our health that needs attention.  Most 
of you are aware that I have had a couple 
of health scares this summer.  Dr. Dennis 
and I have a plan and we are working it 
hard to get my blood pressure, 
cholesterol and blood sugar levels under 
control.  Perhaps this fall would a nice 
time for the reader to make a long 
neglected check in with one’s own 
doctor.  It could be that one needs a little 
intellectual stimulation.  Having recently 
joined the board of the Friends of the 
Library may I suggest that our library is 
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one of the real treasures of our com-
munity? 

 God calls us to health in our 
spiritual life, our emotional life, our 
intellectual life and our  physical  life.  I 
have some renovation work to do in my 
own life to be the person God wants me 

to be.  How about you?  † 

 

Parish News… 

 

The Rev. Donald Lowery 

 The Holy Innocents’ Youth will 
meet on September 6th, 13th and 27th at 
5:00 p.m.  On September 20th we will 
not meet because of the Centennial 
Service at Holy Trinity Townsville.  
However, youth group members are 
encouraged to attend that service and 
stay afterwards for refreshments.  Dr. 
and Mrs. Fiduccia, who host the service, 

always have wonderful refreshments.  † 

 

 

 

Holy  Trinity Episcopal Church  
Annual Reunion Service 

                             The Rev. Donald Lowery 

 Holy Trinity Episcopal Church, 
Townsville, NC, will celebrate its 
CENTENNIAL YEAR on Sunday, 
September 20th 2015, at 4:00 p.m., with 
a special service of Evening Prayer and 
Holy Communion. The Reverend Canon 
E. T. Malone, Jr. and the Reverend 
Donald Lowery will officiate. 

 
Holy Trinity is an exceptional 

example of Carpenter Gothic archi-
tecture. Located on Hwy. 39 N., twelve 
miles north of Henderson, it has been 
designated as a Historic Church of the 
Episcopal Diocese of North Carolina.  

  
Refreshments will be served 

afterwards.  We hope you will come and 
help us keep the faith! (Directions:  
Coming into Townsville on Hwy 39 
North, the church is about 1/2 north past 
the post office on the left, a short 
distance past the fire department.  There 
is an Episcopal Church sign in the    

yard.)  † 

    

 

 

 The Rev. Donald Lowery 

 Our Wednesday 5:30 p.m. Holy 
Communion services continue this fall.  
The service on September 2 will be Holy 
Communion with Healing Service. 

The others will be communion 
with teaching afterwards.  Some of the 
Wednesday regulars wanted to continue 
the history studies we began in the spring.  
On September 16, we will learn why 
Queen Elizabeth I rather than her father is 
the real originator of what became 
Anglicanism and the Episcopal Church.  
On September 23, we will learn about a 
king who literally lost his head, but whose 
death ushered in a era of extremism 
followed by a new era of moderation.  On 
September 30,th we will look at how the 
Church of England arrived in America 
and so laid the foundations of the 
Episcopal Church.  The teaching part 
begins about 6:05 p.m.  If you cannot 
come to the communion service, please 
feel free to come later for the teaching.  If 
you prefer communion only, you are 
welcome to leave when the service is 
over.  Either way, come be with us for     
a time of spiritual refreshment and 

learning. † 

  

 

 

 

Tabitha Guild                                                                    
                     Betsy Catlett,            
                              Janet White &  
                   Margaret Williamson  

  
 It is hard to believe that September 
is here, isn’t it??? Do remember that 
Tabitha Guild meets on the second and 
fourth Tuesdays in the Ladies’ Parlor at 
10:00 a.m. and we are knitting scarves for 
the homeless in our community.  (We 
meet with ECW on the fourth Tuesday)  
We need more knitters, so consider 
joining us.  We look forward to seeing 
you!!     

If you have questions, please call 
Betsy Catlett (252-492-8223), or 
Margaret Williamson (252-438-5703) or 

Janet White (252-439-0187) † 
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 Adult  Parish Choir 

                                     MNelson 

       

 The Adult Parish Choir will 
begin its singing schedule on Sunday 
morning September 13.  If you are 
interested in joining us or need 
additional information, contact Allen 
Bean  or the church office at (492-0904).   

We welcome new members !!   † 

  

Calling  All Hand Bell  Ringers– 
Old  and New 

Anora Rainey 

I hope everyone had a restful 
summer.  It will soon be time to pull on 
the gloves and play hand 
bells.  The hand bell choir will meet 
on Wednesday nights at 6 p,m. in the 
Great Hall.  Anyone that would like to 
join us is welcome.  There are enough 
chimes and bells to go around.   The first 
hand bell practice will be Wednesday, 
September 9, 2015.    You don’t have to 
be good, don’t have to be experienced - 
you do have to want to have fun with a 
great group of folks making a joyful 

noise!  HOPE TO SEE YOU SOON!   † 

 

 

 

It’s almost time to crank up our 
ECW meetings after a nice summer 
respite.  On September 22– the fourth 
Tuesday of the month– we’ll meet at 
10:00 a.m. in the Ladies’ Parlor. 

We will probably discuss Bazaar 
plans (whether to or not to have it) and 
the renovation of the ladies’ lounge 
across from the kitchen. 

Come with good ideas!    † 

 

Acolyte News 

                          Yolanda Yoder 

We   are    planning  a   Crucifer /
Acolyte    meeting   on   October 25   at     
4:00 p.m.  —  details  to follow  in   the 

October newsletter.  † 

       Betsy W. Seifert 
       President, ECW 

& Communion     Service  
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Treasurer’s 
Report 

 Bob Nelson, Treasurer 
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September  2015     
Schedule of Events 

  Choir Weekly Practice Schedule 

    Parish Choir  — Sunday at 9:30 AM 

 
 Daily  Morning  Prayer 

 Monday —Thursday (weekly) 

   7:30 AM,  Hughes House  
 
Wednesday –  September 2 

  5:30 PM, Holy Communion &            

          Healing Service   
 
Sunday –  September 6 

  8:00 AM, Holy Eucharist – Rite I 

10:30 AM, Holy Eucharist – Rite II 

12:30 PM, La Misa Servicio –  
                  Santa Eucharistia 

                        
Tuesday–  September 8 

 10:00 AM, Tabitha Guild (Ladies Parlor) 

 
Wednesday –  September 9 

  3:00 PM, Nursing Home Ministry                                      

5:30 PM,  Holy Communion 
                  History Study Series 
 
 Sunday –  September 13 

  8:00 AM, Holy Eucharist – Rite I 

10:30 AM, Holy Eucharist – Rite II 

12:30 PM, La Misa Servicio –  
                  Santa Eucharistia 
   
Wednesday –  September 16 

  5:30 PM, Holy Communion           

          History Study Series 

 
Sunday –  September 20 

  8:00 AM, Holy Eucharist – Rite I 

10:30 AM, Holy Eucharist – Rite II 

12:30 PM, La Misa Servicio –  
                  Santa Eucharistia 

  4:00 PM, Holy Trinity Church      
          Homecoming (Townsville) 
 
Tuesday -  September 22 

10:00 AM, ECW (Ladies Parlor) 

                  Tabitha Guild 

 
Wednesday–  September 23 

      3:00 PM, Nursing Home Ministry  
      5:30 PM, Holy Communion 
                     History Study Series 
 
    Sunday –  September 27 

   8:00 AM, Holy Eucharist – Rite I 

 10:30 AM, Holy Eucharist – Rite II 

 12:30 PM, La Misa Servicio –  
                  Santa Eucharistia 
 
Wednesday –  September 30 

  5:30 PM, Holy Communion  
                     History Study Series 
 
 

 

Note from the Editor... 

October 
Newsletter items are due: 

-September 25-  
 

Please  submit any      
newsletter  items either to the  church 

office or e-mail them to  
MJNELSON@nc.rr.com 

 
 You may download the church newsletter 

from our church website  at: 

   www.churchofthe holyinnocents.org       

  Thanks for your support! 

PRESCHOOL News… 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for your interest in the 
Church of the Holy Innocents Preschool.    
This fall will be the beginning of our six-
teenth year and we are looking forward to 
seeing new faces as well as our returning 
preschoolers.  If your child is new to our pro-
gram, we would love to meet you and give 
you a tour of our preschool.  Please feel free 
to call me to set up a date and time to tour or 
you may choose to join us at our Open House 
on Tuesday, September 1, 2015.  Please drop 
by anytime between 9:00 and 12 noon during 
Open House to meet your child’s teacher.  

We will begin our preschool year on 
Tuesday, September 8, 2015.  Our hours each 
morning will be 8:30 until 12 noon.  There 
will be a $35.00 non-refundable enrollment 
fee that is due along with your child’s appli-
cation.  The enrollment fee will reserve your 
child a spot in our program.  All checks need 
to be made out to Holy Innocents Preschool.  
A Parent Handbook will be available to you 
during Open House or your child’s first day. 
This past preschool year, we chose not to 
open on Fridays due to low attendance.  Pre-
school may decide not to open on Friday 
mornings again this year and will inform you 
as soon as possible about our decision.  Our 
2015/2016 Tuition rates are as follows: 

 5 mornings/week $300.00/month  

4 mornings/week $260.00/month 

3 mornings/week $210.00/month 

2 mornings/week $160.00/month 

Thank you for the opportunity to serve 
you and your child.  Our main goal is to give 
your child   a jumpstart on kindergarten and 
to make learning fun for him or her along the 
way.  Your child will be in a nurturing Chris-
tian environment and will be loved and cared 
for by our wonderful staff.  Please contact me 

at (252) 492-8083 if you have questions.  † 

 

 

 

 

Church Usage 

SCHEDULE 
~Lower Hall~ 

 
MONDAY 

  AA                                  5:30 to 6:30 
  Cub Scout Pack             7:00 to 8:00 

      ( w/ Tommy)                 
TUESDAY 

  NA                                7:00 to 8:00

          
WEDNESDAY 

  NA                                 7:00 to 8:00 
 

FRIDAY 
  AA                               5:30 to 6:30 

 
SATURDAY 

  NA               Noon 

    Tammy Manning, Director 
                                 HI Preschool 

mailto:MJNELSON@nc.rr.com
http://www.churchoftheholyinnocents.org/newsletter.html
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What a Summer— 
 

What  a summer  this  has  been!   So  much  has  happened  especially  to  us  Episcopalians here  in  the  Diocese of  North  Carolina.   
Our Bishop Michael Curry has been elected to be the next Presiding Bishop of the Episcopal Church of the United States.  Do you know what  
that  means?  Our very own “Love  Brother Love Traveling Salvation Show” ,  and I say that with extreme  affection  for  Michael , will  be  
central  to  determining  the future and direction of our Church  throughout  the nation and several others in  Asia,  South  America,  and Europe.    
I  sure  hope  and  pray  that  the  rest of  the  world  is ready  for  Michael  because I  know  that  I  am. 

The  following  is  a  post from Facebook that showed up  shortly after the Presiding Bishop was elected and I think  that it’s  a worthy 
reflection to share with you all.  Several years ago I attended a ministry fair that the Diocese sponsored  at Canterbury School just outside of 
Greensboro and  the  theme  of that fair  was “Get on the Boat!”  I think that a new theme for the whole Church  might be,  Michael  Row            
the  Boat  to  Galilee” 

 

 

 

 

 

Why I Am (Still) An Episcopalian 

I'm not Episcopalian because I think the Church needs me; I am Episcopalian because a faithful community 
from this tradition saved me.    By Greg Garrett, July 31, 2015 

I'm deeply committed to my faith, not because of what I imagine I can bring to it, but because of what it brings 
out in me. I am not Episcopalian because it seems to me be the only way to pursue a spiritual life, but because the 
Anglican tradition is the best way for a spiritual life to pursue me. 

I'm not Episcopalian because I think I'm a smart person — although this tradition, which values intellectual 
exploration and the asking of questions makes use of my reason in ways other traditions did not. Great thinkers from 
Thomas Cranmer to Rowan Williams offer encouragement that I too can know God in some fashion through the use 
of my intellect. 

I'm not Episcopalian because I'm an artistic person — although this tradition loves beauty, boasts such creators 
as C.S. Lewis, R.S. Thomas, Ralph Vaughn Williams, Barbara Brown Taylor, and P.D. James, and honors that side of 
me that creates as being a reflection of God's own creativity. I'm not seen as an anomaly in this tradition, but as some-
one in the mainstream of Christian imagination. 

 

                                                                     ( Continued on page 6) 

  

The Deacon’s Bench 

by the Rev. Harrel Johnson 

September 2015 

http://www.patheos.com/About-Patheos/Greg-Garrett.html
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I am not Episcopalian because I care about the Bible — but I value how every three years we do a grand tour of the 
scriptures, how scripture is read or sung in all of our services, and how our exposition of scripture is not centered on the 
favorite passages of our preachers, but on the lectionary. Every week, God is allowed to speak into our lives through scrip-
ture that the Spirit has ordained we read, not through the strained vision of someone's pet theological peeve. 

I am not Episcopalian because I strive to be a compassionate person — although I decided to be confirmed an Epis-
copalian because I appreciated the brave early stance Episcopalians took on the inclusion of gay and lesbians in the life of 
the Church, the powerful witness for peace and justice of Episcopalians like Presiding Bishop John Hines in the 1960s, and 
the many ways I saw Episcopalians involved in feeding the hungry, caring for the sick, and loving the least of these. I dis-
covered that I could be a faithful progressive Christian in this tradition where service was a necessary adjunct to faith. 

I am not Episcopalian because I imagine we're ever going to be on top of the culture again — but I am encouraged by 
the fact that the Episcopal Church has come out on the far side of many of the Culture War questions still dividing other 
Christian denominations and causing those outside the Church to consider Christians prejudiced, homophobic, paranoid, or 
fixated on morality at the expense of justice. The recent election of the dynamic preacher — and our first African-American 
presiding bishop — Michael Curry even makes me believe we might have a major role in addressing one of the crucial 
questions of our time, race in America. 

I'm not Episcopalian because I think the Church needs me — but I am Episcopalian because a faithful community 
from this tradition saved me, and I know many others could tell similar stories. God spoke to me in the words, love, and 
actions of Episcopalians when I had no hope and the future seemed, at best, impossible. As much as I love the great gifts of 
common worship, love of beauty, and thoughtful exploration handed down to us from the Anglican tradition, I am Episco-
palian — still — because in the faces of other Episcopalians, I saw — and see — the Face of God. 

The Deacon’s Bench 
      Continued from page 5 
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SEPTEMBER Unified Serving Schedule 

—LEMONADE WILL BE SERVED AFTER THE 10:30 AM SERVICE — 

Sept Acolytes Crucifer 
Lay Reader / 

Chalice Bearer Ushers 
Altar 
Guild 

Greens/
Flowers Bearers 

6 
Mary Beth Parish              
Sarah Rose Parish 

  

Uriah Ford 

  8:00am—Rick Palamar 
10:30am—Nick Long 

             

Kermit Ellis 
Steve Flannagan Mariana Davis 

Stephanie &       
Cliff Rogers 

Lorena Negron 
(Book) 

13 Brennan Olmert 
Tucker Olmert 

Genie Parish 

 
 
  8:00am—Bob Nelson 
10:30am—Tom Church 
 

                 
Kermit Ellis 

Steve Flannagan 
 
 

Shirley Young Lucy &             
Butch  Gray 

LC Olmert 
(Book) 

20 Jason Elliot      
Ethan Holloway 

AJ Holloway 
  8:00am—Lucy Gray 
10:30am—Richard Davis 

Kermit Ellis 
Steve Flannagan Shirley Young 

Marcia & 
ScottHartness 

Juliana Negron 
(Book) 

27 Tucker Olmert        
Brennan Olmert 

Lehman Ford 
  8:00am—Hut Wester 
10:30am—Nancy Whitt 

Kermit Ellis 
Steve Flannagan Anora Rainey Nick Long   

LC Olmert
(Book) 

NOTE:  IF YOU ARE SCHEDULED TO SERVE AND HAVE A CONFLICT, PLEASE CONTACT YOUR OWN         
REPLACEMENT AND NOTIFY THE CHURCH OFFICE. 

 
 
 
 

Gillie Church………………………9/01 
Sean Hartness .................................. 9/01 
Kermit Ellis ..................................... 9/02 
Katherine Williamson...................... 9/06 
Greg Taylor………………………..9/08 
Mary Mac Long ............................... 9/12 
Marshall Cooper .............................. 9/13 
Betsy Seifert .................................... 9/14 
Chris St. Clair .................................. 9/16 
Marion DeVoe ................................. 9/16 
Lucy Catherine Olmert .................... 9/17 
Nicholas Andrews ........................... 9/20 
Barbara Parks .................................. 9/21 
Cliff Rogers ..................................... 9/23 
Frank Madigan ................................ 9/25 
Donald Seifert……………………..9/27 
Scott Hartness .................................. 9/28 
 
 

 
Catherine & Pat Olmert ..…………9/19 
Nancy & Cole Whitt………………9/25 
Mary Beth & Tim Seitzer………....9/27 
 

Remember In     
 Your Prayers 

Pray for Healing and Comfort: 

Cynthia Shaw, Trayce Wheless, Barbara 
Collins, Staci Barnett, Mary Ann Hill, Bar-
bara Madigan, Melody Shearin, Carolyn 
Lowery, Belinda Catlett, Mary Shearin, 
Meghan Bunn, Laura Peace, Mason 
Allgood, Hazel Peck, Francis Saunders, 
Vivie Drake, Lisa Adcock, C.G. Williams, 
Bobby Woodward, Graham Shearin, Rorin 
Platt, Tommy Greenway, Al Thompson, 
Hannah Youngblood, Marshall Cooper, 
Jean Gaddy Scholl and William Stancil. 

 

  Labor Day 
        September 1, 2015 
 

  National Grandparents Day 
       September 7, 2015 
 

  Patriot Day 
       September11, 2015 
 

  Nat’l Hispanic Heritage Month 
         September 15-October 15, 2015 
 

  First Day of Autumn 
       September 23, 2015 

 
  Calendar of the Church Year 
  According to the Episcopal Church 

 

   Feast of  the Holy Cross  
      September 15 ,  2015   
 

   St.  Matthew—  
      Apostle & Evangelist  
      September 22 ,  2015   
 

   St.  Michael & All  Angels     
       September 29,  2015  

 

  SpecialSpecial  DatesDates    BirthdaysBirthdays    

  AnniversariesAnniversaries    



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PHONE: 252-492-0904 
E-MAIL: hinnocents@centurylink.net  
WEB: www.churchoftheholyinnocents.org 
 

THE CHURCH OF THE HOLY INNOCENTS 
210 South Chestnut Street 
Henderson, NC 27536 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

The Church of the Holy Innocents 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

All are welcome to join us as 

we joyfully greet each person present at our worship. 

May our love and respect for one another be 

steady and true as we strive to follow Christ our Lord..  

  

mailto:hinnocent@vance.net

