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from the Rector       

The Rev. Donald Lowery  

The Basics of our Faith 
 

Thus says the Lord:  
"Listen to me, you that pursue 
righteousness, you that seek the LORD.  
Look to the rock from which you were 
hewn,  

and to the quarry from which 
you were dug.  Isaiah 51:1 

 

This passage was the beginning of 
our Old Testament Lesson on August 23, 
2014 and was the text I chose around 
which to frame my sermon.  It struck me 
on Monday, as I began to think about 
newsletter articles, that the words would 
make an excellent title for a class I wish 
to teach during the fall.  I want to do a 
review of the core beliefs of the 
Episcopal Church as though doctrines 
are outlined in the “Outline of the Faith” 
found in the Book of Common Prayer.   
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This class is intended as a review for any 
and all members of the church, people 
who worship here but are not members 
of the Episcopal Church and wish to 
join, and for newcomers who are 
interested in what the people of the 
Episcopal Church are all about. 

I had a friend (sadly now 
deceased) who left a Pentecostal 
denomination to become Episcopalian.  
Her mother’s response was, “Why, those 
people don’t believe in nothing” to 
which her daughter replied, “Oh, no 
mother, you’re wrong, they believe in 
everything.”  That does rather set some 
parameters, I suppose, nothing or 
everything.  The late Robin Williams, in 
listing his Ten Top Reasons to be an 
Episcopalian, made his number one 
reason, “No matter what you believe 
there is some Episcopalian who agrees 
with you.”  Our core beliefs are not quite 
as loose as all that those statements 
might imply.  While we do allow some 
latitude in what people are called upon to 
believe, there are boundaries, drawn 
gently and maintained kindly, that define 
what we as a Christian Church hold to be 
important as we state our faith. 

I am asked on rare occasions, and 
more in my South Carolina days than 
now, why Episcopalians choose to sit 
rather loosely on their doctrinal 
standards.  I believe that this tendency 
grows out of lessons learned in our 
history.  As the American branch of a 
state church, that is, the Church of 
England, and as a church that was 
established by law in all the pre-
revolutionary American Colonies from 
Maryland south, our ancestors had 
coercive power.  Remember learning 
that the Pilgrims came to America 
seeking religious freedom?  Ever wonder 
just who it was that was persecuting 
them and trying to force them to believe 
and worship in a manner contrary their 
conscience?  It was the Church of 
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England, both in the Mother Country 
and in at least some of the Southern 
Colonies.  From that experience of 
wedding power to faith, we learned some 
valuable lessons.  The most important is 
that it is immoral to attempt to force a 
person’s belief.  The second is like unto 
it, if the cardinal Christian virtue is love, 
then  people can love Jesus and love 
each other without agreeing on every 
point of doctrine.  I tell folks that for 
Episcopalians it is enough for us to agree 
that Jesus is Lord and to be willing to 
pray with each other and for each other. 

 

 

We pray with each other and for 
each other under the Lordship of the 
Risen Jesus Christ using the official 
liturgies as found in the Book of 
Common Prayer and other worship 
resources approved by the General 
Convention of the Episcopal Church.  
Within those broad boundaries we allow 
diversity on questions of the content of 
the faith.  However, what we choose to 
believe has more to it than “nothing” and 
more definition than “everything.”   

This class will meet beginning 
September 7, 2014.  We will probably 
meeting the Parlor of the Parish House.  
The time is 9:45 a.m. until 10:20.a.m.  
The reason for the odd time frame is that 
I try to grab a little bite of breakfast with 
the parish deacon after the 8:00 a.m. 
service.  This gives us to time to eat and 
return to the church, and honestly, is 
based on experience, i.e., that is about 
how long it takes us to get in and out of 

the Waffle House. † 

 

Parish News… 

 

Youth Group   

The Rev. Donald Lowery 

 Youth Group will meet on all the 
Sundays of September at 5:00 p.m. with 
one exception - September 14th which is                                                   
the date of the homecoming service at 
old Holy Trinity Church in Townsville. I 
help do this service at 4:00 p.m.  which 
is followed by a reception at Macpelah 
Plantation, also in Townsville.  Dr. and 
Mrs. Fiduccia, who host the service and 
reception, have invited the youth  to 
attend both as well.   If you would like to 

come and need a ride, I will be leaving 
‘Holy Innocents at 3:00 p.m. to help set 
up.   

The church no longer has 
electricity hooked up so the service is by 
candle and kerosene lamp light.   The Old 
Plantation Cemetery is very historic, as is 
the house, and I have arranged for us to 
visit the cemetery which contains the 
graves of folks who fought in the 

American Revolution there. † 

 

 

 

Holy  Trinity Episcopal Church  
Annual Reunion Service 
  

 We hope you will join us at Holy 
Trinity  Episcopal Church in Townsville 
for the annual reunion service on Sunday, 
September 14th at 4:00 p.m. Built in 
1915, Holy Trinity is an exceptional 
example of Carpenter Gothic architecture.  
Located on Hwy. 39 N., 12 miles north of 
Henderson, it has been designated as a 
Historic Church of the Episcopal Diocese 
of North Carolina. The Rev. Canon E. T. 
Malone, Jr. and the Rev. Donald Lowery 
will officiate.  Refreshments will be 

served afterwards.  †   

Communion & Healing Service 

 The Rev. Donald Lowery 

     Holy Communion is offered 
most Wednesdays at 5:30 p.m. in the 
church.  On the first Wednesday, the 
Communion Service is also a service of  
healing.  The Healing Service will be on 

September  3, 2014.  All are welcome. † 

  

 

 

 

 

Adult Parish  Choir  

                                     Henry Ross 

The Adult Parish Choir will 
resume rehearsals on Monday evening  
September 8 at 6:00 p.m.   If you are 
interested in joining us or need additional 
information, contact Henry Ross at 492-
2964 or 456-2406. We welcome new 

members !!   † 
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Tabitha Guild                                                                    

                     Betsy Catlett,                           

                               Janet White &  

                   Margaret Williamson  

 It is hard to believe that summer 
has come and is on its way out - 
welcome to fall! Tabitha will keep its 
regular schedule, meeting  the 2nd and 
4th Tuesdays of the Month.  (We meet 
with the ECW on the 4th Tuesday.)  
Come join us - we have yarn, needles, 

and  great fellowship!  † 

 

 

 

Calling  All Hand Bell  Ringers– 
Old  and New 

Anora Rainey 

I hope you have had a great 
restful summer!   It is time now to think 
of hand bells.  I have some wonderful 
new music I think you  will enjoy.  We 
will start practice sessions back on 
Wednesday, September 3 at 6:00 p.m.  
Hopefully the new gloves will be here by 
then—(no more “holy” ones!!!). 

If you did not ring last year but 
would like to join our joyous group, 
PLEASE COME!    We really have a 
great time and would love having you.   
The old saying, “The more the merrier” 
is really true.  I look forward to seeing 

you - HAPPY NEW YEAR!   † 

 

 

 

This is just a reminder that ECW 
meetings will crank up again soon!  Our 
first meeting will be September 23 at 
10:00 a.m. in the Ladies’ Parlor. 

Randolph Wilson, Director of 
Rebuilding Hope, Inc., has agreed to 
give us a tour of his workplace on that 
day.  The tour  will last approximately 
45 minutes after which we will have 
lunch at “Skipper’s.” 

So— come to the church for a 
short business meeting then we will 
proceed to 249 N. Oliver Drive where 
we will meet with Mr. Wilson.  Women 
and  men  are welcome!!   † 

       Betsy W. Seifert 
       President, ECW 
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Treasurer’s 
Report 

 Bob Nelson, Treasurer 
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September  2014     
Schedule of Events 

  Choir Weekly Practice Schedule 

    Parish Choir  — Monday at 6:00 PM 

 
 Daily  Morning  Prayer 

 Monday —Thursday (weekly) 

   7:30 AM,  Hughes House  

 
 
 
Wednesday –  September 3 

  5:30 PM, Holy Communion &          

Healing Service   
 
 
Sunday –  September 7 

  8:00 AM, Holy Eucharist – Rite I 

10:30 AM, Holy Eucharist – Rite II 

12:30 PM, La Misa Servicio –  
                  Santa Eucharistia 
 

                            
Tuesday–  September 9 

 10:00 AM, Tabitha Guild (Ladies Parlor) 

 
Wednesday –  September 10 

  3:00 PM, Nursing Home Ministry                                      

5:30 PM,  Holy Communion 
 
 
 Sunday –  September 14 

  8:00 AM, Holy Eucharist – Rite I 

10:30 AM, Holy Eucharist – Rite II 

12:30 PM, La Misa Servicio –  
                  Santa Eucharistia 
 
  4:00 PM, Holy Trinity Church      
            Homecoming (Townsville) 
 
Wednesday –  September 17 

  5:30 PM, Holy Communion 

 
Sunday –  September 21 

  8:00 AM, Holy Eucharist – Rite I 

10:30 AM, Holy Eucharist – Rite II 

12:30 PM, La Misa Servicio –  
                  Santa Eucharistia 
 
Tuesday -  September 23 

10:00 AM, ECW (Ladies Parlor) 

                  Tabitha Guild 

 
Wednesday–  September 24 

      3:00 PM, Nursing Home Ministry  
      5:30 PM, Holy Communion 
 
    Sunday –  September 28 

   8:00 AM, Holy Eucharist – Rite I 

 10:30 AM, Holy Eucharist – Rite II 

 12:30 PM, La Misa Servicio –  
                  Santa Eucharistia 

 
   
All services are conducted in the 
Church, unless otherwise noted. 

 

Note from the Editor... 

October 
Newsletter items are due: 

-September 23-  
 

Please  submit any      
newsletter  items either to the  church 

office or e-mail them to  
MJNELSON@nc.rr.com 

 
 You may download the church newsletter 

from our church website  at: 

   www.churchofthe holyinnocents.org       

  Thanks for your support! 

 

VESTRY News… 

 

New Church Directory 

                           Kathy Taylor,  Chair       
Parish Life Committee  

 

The church’s last directory was com-
pleted in 2006, so  it’s time for an update!!  
We’re working with Lifetouch, a church  
directories and portrait company, to come in 
and take portraits of the members of the 
church.  Our dates for the portrait sittings will 
be October 13th thru the 16th from 2 pm to   
9 pm (we must fill up the 13th and 14th dates 
first before we can open up the 15th and 16th 
dates).  You can sign up online via our 
church Facebook page or our church        
website www.churchoftheholyinnocents.org 
to schedule a time for your portrait session.  
For those of you who can’t go online,    
please contact Kathy Taylor by email at 
anewstart2day57@yahoo.com or leave a 
message on my home phone: (252) 438-7725 
and I’ll get back with you as soon as I can 
(after 5 pm).  

 Since I work, I also need church 
members to volunteer to check people/
families in at the time of their portrait sitting 
(Four “sittings” per hour with two photogra-
phers from 2 pm to 9 pm each day) so anyone 
that can help me with this please, please, 
please let me know—I will need lots of 

help !!   †  

 

 

  

 

 

Church Usage 

SCHEDULE 
~Lower Hall~ 

 
MONDAY 

  AA                                  5:30 to 6:30 
  Cub Scout Pack             7:00 to 8:00 

      ( w/ Tommy)                 
TUESDAY 

  NA                                7:00 to 8:00

          
WEDNESDAY 

  NA                                 7:00 to 8:00 
 

FRIDAY 
  AA                               5:30 to 6:30 

 
SATURDAY 

  NA               Noon 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Old  St. John’s Homecoming 

Old St. John’s Church, Williamsboro, 
will celebrate Homecoming on Octo-
ber 12, 2014.  More details will follow 

in the October Newsletter. † 

    Administrator, Church Directory 

mailto:MJNELSON@nc.rr.com
http://www.churchoftheholyinnocents.org/newsletter.html
http://www.churchoftheholyinnocents.org/
http://ncarchitects.lib.ncsu.edu/people/P000360
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Who Do You Say I Am? 
 
 

Who is Jesus?  You know Jesus!  He is the son of Joseph and Mary and a pretty good carpenter so I am told.  
Some say he is a bit strange -- he teaches like some of the elder rabbini but he is not as mad as his cousin John,  
and some say that the Old man Simeon thinks that he may be the messiah.  Whoever he is he is sure causing quiet a 
stir around here.  I even heard that a bunch of fishermen walked off the job the other day because he asked them to.  
Whoever he is if he doesn’t stop creating such a stir he is going to end up in a lot of trouble.  Both the Temple and 
the Romans are watching him.   

If you had asked a Jew who is Jesus, you would have gotten an answer like the one above but for a Christian 
the answer is oh so very different.  Jesus is the son of God who was given to me.  He was given to me so that I 
could have salvation of my soul from all of the sins on this earth.  Jesus was given to me as a model to emulate 
God’s love for his creation and his people.  Jesus was given to me so that I could have victory over death. Jesus is 
my savior.   He represents God the most high and Holy.  Jesus is God made flesh.  Jesus is both as human as I am 
and as divine as God.  Jesus was the ultimate sacrifice for all human kind.  Have you ever wondered why God 
spared Isaac but not Jesus? 

Who is Jesus for our faith community?  I guess a lot of that depends on how you define our community.  I 
am Christian but I consider both Jew and Muslim to be part of my faith community.  If you mean just for the Chris-
tian community then take any of the descriptions from the paragraph above and shuffle them in a different order of 
priority for each Christian denomination, some will be similar and some won’t...  Is it important?  I don’t think so 
because the key factor in it all is that Jesus was and is God.  If you are a Christian then you know and you believe 
that God lives in the person of Jesus and that His spirit lives in us. 

I am not sure what you are looking for here, when you ask where is Jesus in the world.  Therefore I can only 
tell you what I believe.  I believe that Jesus dwells in the heart of every person both the good and the bad.  Jesus 
dwells even in the heart of the Jew, the Muslim, and the non-believer.  Jesus is there-- he may not be acknowledged 
but he is there.  He is there because God loves all of his creation and he sent Jesus to save us all. 

I would have to say that my answer to the question “who do you say that I am” is no different than the sum 
of all the answers that I have given in the paragraphs above.  

Who do you say he is? 

 

 

 

. 

 

          

The Deacon’s Bench 

by the Rev. Harrel Johnson 

September 2014 
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SEPTEMBER Unified Serving Schedule 

—LEMONADE WILL BE SERVED AFTER THE 10:30 AM SERVICE — 

Sept Acolytes Crucifer 
Lay Reader / 

Chalice Bearer Ushers 
Altar 
Guild 

Greens/
Flowers 

7 
Beth Parish              

Sarah Rose Parish 

  

Genie Parish 

  8:00am—Rick Palamar 
10:30am—Nick Long 

             

Kermit Ellis 
Steve Flannagan Shirley Young 

Kathy & Greg  
Taylor 

14 Lucy Catherine Olmert 
Amber Presho 

Chris Nelson 

 
 
  8:00am—Richard Davis 
10:30am—Tom Church 
 

                 
Kermit Ellis 

Steve Flannagan 
 
 

Mariana Davis Peggy  Polak 

21 
Anne Presho               
Liz Presho               

Lehman Ford (Book) 
Uriah Ford 

  8:00am—Hut Wester 
10:30am—Ruth Hartness 

Kermit Ellis 
Steve Flannagan Mariana Davis Nancy & Cole Whitt 

28 Tucker Olmert        
Brennan Olmert 

Matthew Williamson 
  8:00am—Bob Nelson 
10:30am—Nancy Whitt 

Kermit Ellis 
Steve Flannagan Anora Rainey Nick Long   

NOTE:  IF YOU ARE SCHEDULED TO SERVE AND HAVE A CONFLICT, PLEASE CONTACT YOUR OWN         
REPLACEMENT AND NOTIFY THE CHURCH OFFICE. 

 
 
 
 

Gillie Church………………………9/01 
Sean Hartness .................................. 9/01 
Kermit Ellis ..................................... 9/02 
Katherine Williamson...................... 9/06 
Mary Mac Long ............................... 9/12 
Marshall Cooper .............................. 9/13 
Betsy Seifert .................................... 9/14 
Chris St. Clair .................................. 9/16 
Marion DeVoe ................................. 9/16 
Lucy Catherine Olmert .................... 9/17 
Ivey Betts ........................................ 9/19 
Nicholas Andrews ........................... 9/20 
Barbara Parks .................................. 9/21 
Cliff Rogers ..................................... 9/23 
Frank Madigan ................................ 9/25 
Donald Seifert……………………..9/27 
Scott Hartness .................................. 9/28 
 
 

 
Catherine & Pat Olmert ..…………9/19 
Nancy & Cole Whitt………………9/25 
Mary Beth & Tim Seitzer………....9/27 
 

Remember In     
 Your Prayers 

Pray for Healing and Comfort: 

Cynthia Shaw, Helen Church Miles, Trayce 
Wheless, Barbara Collins, Staci Barnett, 
Harry Collins, Mary Ann Hill,  Barbara 
Madigan, Melody Shearin, Virginia Frank, 
Carolyn Lowery, Belinda Catlett, Mary 
Shearin, Meghan Bunn, Marion Devoe, 
Vivie Drake, Kimberly Hunter Hartness, 
John Amos, Peggy Polak, and Graham 
Shearin. 

 

  Labor Day 
        September 1, 2014 
 

  National Grandparents Day 
       September 7, 2014 
 

  Patriot Day 
       September11, 2014 
 

  Nat’l Hispanic Heritage Month 
         September 15-October 15, 2014 
 

  First Day of Autumn 
       September 23, 2014 

 
  Calendar of the Church Year 
  According to the Episcopal Church 

 

  Feast of  the Holy Cross  
      September 15 ,  2014   
 

  St.  Matthew—  
      Apostle & Evangelist  
      September 22 ,  2014   
 

  St.  Michael & All  Angels     
       September 29,  2014  

 

  SpecialSpecial  DatesDates    BirthdaysBirthdays    

  AnniversariesAnniversaries    
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Hello to all friends of the Men's Shelter and Hope 
House!  

   Community Partners of Hope helps homeless men with 
their immediate need for food, a warm safe place to sleep, and 
access to shower and toilet facilities for the night.   At this time 
we run a temporary emergency shelter only but expect to    
expand our services as we grow. We also try to help men in 
need to find help to change their circumstances by referrals to 
the right training, rehabilitation, and support organizations.     
Our web site was down briefly, but is up again at www.cp-
hope.org and the 2014-2015 calendar is ready for volunteers to 
sign up for shelter coverage.    Your church or organization 
can use this link to greatly simplify the scheduling process and 
save time for the recruiters.    

 With the recent acquisition of a two story house at the 
corner of Chestnut and Horner Streets, we are beginning to 
make plans for the next phase of services which will include 
short term transitional housing and some individual guidance 
and connection to available services to help the men become 
independent again. Huge thanks go to Mrs. Nell Wiggins who  
donated  the house to Community Partners of Hope.    

We are still working on a long range plan for the best 
uses of the property (office, counseling center, intermediate 
housing, etc.) and much depends on zoning issues, but the 
house holds great promise!   There are some structural issues 
that need to be addressed regardless of how we use the building 
and we will need to do some repairs and painting. 

 We continue to make progress on Hope House and   
anticipate a ribbon cutting and open house in the early fall.  
Please contact me if you would like to help clean the newly 
renovated Hope House or to "claim" a room to complete the 
furnishings.      

   VOLUNTEER LABORERS WILL BE NEEDED! 

We appreciate your help!                                                        
Jane King, Calendar Coordinator   (252)432-9494 

          

THE  BELL  TOWER 

First  Presbyterian Church 
2014 Royster Series 

COMMUNITY NEWS… 

http://www.cp-hope.org
http://www.cp-hope.org
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The Church of the Holy Innocents 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

All are welcome to join us as 

we joyfully greet each person present at our worship. 

May our love and respect for one another be 

steady and true as we strive to follow Christ our Lord..  

  

mailto:hinnocent@vance.net

