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from the Rector       

The Rev. Donald Lowery  

Life Long Learning 
 

Many professions require a 
commitment to life long learning.  From 
ancient professions like the practice of 
law and the vocation of priesthood to 
very modern ones like serving as a 
laboratory technician or internet 
technology, people are required to earn 
Continuing Education Units or 
something equivalent.  Our bishop, for 
example, provides opportunities for the 
clergy to continue learning about faith 
and the life of the church.  The core 
content of the faith is eternal, but its 
presentation must change from 
generation to generation as new 
intellectual currents alter our perception 
of the world around us. 

The sad thing about Christians, 
and this is true in almost all 
denominations, is that many fall into 
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thinking that everything they learned 
about God as a child in Sunday School 
or a teenager in Confirmation is all that 
one needs to know about God.  
However, our thinking continues to 
mature well past adolescence as the 
brain itself achieves its adult form and as 
life experiences impinge upon us.  The 
faith formed in childhood may not be 
adequate for the challenges of adult life.  
From time to time I will meet people 
who have lost their faith and who want 
to talk about it with a priest.  Again and 
again I have discovered that I don’t 
believe in what they claim to be 
Christian faith either, because it is not 
really an adult understanding of 
Christianity (or some other tradition of 
faith) but rather a shattered remnant of a 
childish view of God.  I wonder why 
people are so diligent in seeking the 
information that keeps them up to date in 
their life work while never seeking an 
adult understanding of the faith that is 
foundational not only to this life, but the 
hope of the life of the world to come?  It 
may be that one has to turn the CEU’s 
into an employer or licensing board, 
while the Bishop almost gives us a test 
on up to date issues in faith when he or 
she makes a visitation. 

I believe in life long learning.  We 
begin the process of learning our faith as 
children both at home and at church.  
Plans for Christian Formation are still 
being shaped at the time I write, 
however, we have several concerned 
parents working on pulling a decent 
program together for our children.  The 
number of children in the parish is 
actually increasing right now.     As we 
finalize plans for our children in the fall, 
I would encourage parents to lay the 
foundation of a life time adventure of 
faith by committing to their children’s 
participation. 
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I continue to work hard in 
preaching and teaching the faith.  

 

 

 This fall, after the Hartness 
wedding which is mentioned below, I 
am thrilled that one of our parishioners 
has agreed to join me in some teaching.  
Kathy Taylor will be teaching about 
“Reiki and Christian Healing.”  

 

 

 

 Reiki is technique for spiritual 
healing that originated in Japan.  Like 
other Eastern Disciplines of meditation 
and prayer it is completely compatible 
with Christianity and opens us to new 
ways of praying for the health and well 
being of those we love.  Having 
experienced Reiki myself in the form of 
prayer for my well being sent by Sean 
Hartness, who has studied under Kathy, I 
am excited about the possibilities for  
increasing our depth in faith and 
expanding the ministry of Christian 
Healing in the parish.  Kathy and I are 
still firming up details.  Information 
about time and place will be sent out by 
internet, posted on our church Facebook 
page, posted on our church website and 

placed in the Sunday Bulletin. † 

 

Parish News… 

 

   

 

 

 

  

 

 

The Rev. Donald Lowery 

The youth group will meet at  
5:00 p.m. on every Sunday in September 
except September 8th.  On the 8th I will 
be out of town for Libby Hartness’s 

wedding to Jason Spain.  † 

 

 

 

 

 The Rev. Donald Lowery 

     Our monthly healing service 
will be held on September 4, 2013 at 
7:00 p.m. in the parlor of the Hughes 

House.† 

 

 

 

 

Weekday Eucharist 

The Rev. Donald Lowery 

     We will begin our weekday 
Eucharist on September 18th, 2013.  This 
service will begin at 5:30 p.m.  and  last 
until about 6:00 p.m. so that folks can 
head home for supper or continue on to 
bell choir.  This will be a regular feature 
of most Wednesdays except first 
Wednesdays when we have the healing 
service.   

Please be attentive to announce- 
ments in the bulletin and newsletter.  
There will be Wednesdays, generally 
because of events in the diocese or 
because I am travelling when the service 
will not be held.  Those days will be 
noted.  Otherwise, I hope this small 
addition to our weekly schedule beings a 

large enrichment to our souls.   † 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Adult Parish  Choir  

                                     Henry Ross 

The Adult Parish Choir will 
resume rehearsals on Monday, 
September 9, 2013 at 6:00 p.m. in the 
choir room. We invite any interested 
singers to join us for music making and 
fun.  For additional information contact 
Fr. Don or Henry Ross (492-2964).   We 

look forward to having you join us.† 
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                    Betsy Catlett (492-8223) &            

                Janet White (430-0187) 

 Welcome to Fall! We will begin 
meeting to knit on Tuesday, September 
10th  at 10:00 a.m. in the Ladies’ Parlor.  
We look forward to having new knitters 
join us to create more Prayer Shawls to 
share.  As usual, we meet on the 2nd and 
4th Tuesdays of each month—unless 
holidays or vacations make changes 
necessary.  Do come!  We have yarn and 

needles AND great fellowship!  † 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Attention  all ladies  at ‘Holy 
Innocents— The first meeting of the 
2013-2014 year will be held on Tuesday, 
September 24, 2013 at 10:00 a.m. in the 
Ladies’ Parlor.   Please plan to come and 
enjoy our fellowship and  special events 
this year.   † 

 

 

 

 

 

The Hartness-Spain Wedding 

The Rev. Donald Lowery 

I will be out of town on Sunday, 
September 8, 2013.  This weekend will 
be the wedding of Libby Hartness and 
Jason Spain.  Libby has chosen to have 
the wedding in the mountains of North 
Carolina.  The Rev’d Carl Edwards  will 
be  conducting  the  8:00 a.m.  and  
10:30 a.m. services at Holy Innocents 
while  our deacon, the Rev’d Harrel  
Johnson will attend the 12:30 p.m.  ser-

vice in Spanish.  † 

 

   Betsy Seifert, President 

http://www.christianreiki.org/
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Treasurer’s 
Report 

 Bob Nelson, Treasurer 
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September  2013     
Schedule of Events 

  Choir Weekly Practice Schedule 

    Parish Choir  — Monday at 6:00 PM 

 
 Daily  Morning  Prayer 

 Monday —Thursday (weekly) 

   7:30 AM,  Hughes House  

 
Sunday –  September 1 

  8:00 AM, Holy Eucharist – Rite I 

10:30 AM, Holy Eucharist – Rite II 

12:30 PM, La Misa Servicio –  
                  Santa Eucharistia 
 
Wednesday –  September 4 

  7:00 PM, Healing Service  
                   (Hughes House) 

 
 Sunday –  September 8 

  8:00 AM, Holy Eucharist – Rite I 

10:30 AM, Holy Eucharist – Rite II 

12:30 PM, La Misa Servicio –  
                  Santa Eucharistia 

 
Tuesday–  September 10 

 10:00 AM, Tabitha Guild (Ladies Parlor) 

 
Wednesday –  September 11 

  3:00 PM, Nursing Home Ministry  

   
Sunday –  September 15 

  8:00 AM, Holy Eucharist – Rite I 

10:30 AM, Holy Eucharist – Rite II 

12:30 PM, La Misa Servicio –  
                  Santa Eucharistia 
 
Wednesday –  September 18 

  5:30 PM, Weekday Eucharist  

 
    Sunday –  September 22 

   8:00 AM, Holy Eucharist – Rite I 

 10:30 AM, Holy Eucharist – Rite II 

 12:30 PM, La Misa Servicio –  
                  Santa Eucharistia 

 
Tuesday -  September 24 

10:00 AM, ECW (Ladies Parlor) 

                  Tabitha Guild 

 
Wednesday–  September 25 

      3:00 PM, Nursing Home Ministry  
      5:30 PM, Weekday Eucharist 
 
   Sunday –  September 29 

   8:00 AM, Holy Eucharist – Rite I 

 10:30 AM, Holy Eucharist – Rite II 

 12:30 PM, La Misa Servicio –  
                  Santa Eucharistia 

All services are conducted in the 

Church, unless otherwise noted. 

 

Note from the Editor... 

October 
Newsletter items are due: 

-September 23-  
 

Please  submit any      
newsletter  items either to the  church 

office or e-mail them to  
MJNELSON@nc.rr.com 

 
 You may download the church newsletter 

from our church website  at: 

   www.churchofthe holyinnocents.org       

  Thanks for your support! 

 

community 

News… 

 

Volunteers Needed - Meals on Wheels  

Dear Fellow Church Members, 

ACTS  has started delivery of meals to shut 
in and elderly clients who cannot get to 
ACTS, to assist Meals on Wheels due to 
their backlog.  ACTS delivers these meals 
Monday through Friday from 10:30 AM to 
12:30.  We are in need of volunteers to assist 
us with delivery of these meals.  If you have 
volunteers available who are able to drive to 
deliver these precious meals, please call 
Martha at ACTS, 252-492-8231 to offer 
assistance.  She will have a schedule availa-
ble and knows our current needs.   

Thank you for your generous and continued 
support of ACTS. 

Ann E. Jay, Chair Church Committee 

ACTS Board of Directors 
 

 

 

 

  

 

  

    

 

 

               

 

Church Usage 

SCHEDULE 
~Lower Hall~ 

 
MONDAY 

  AA                                  5:30 to 6:30 
  Cub Scout Pack             7:00 to 8:00 

      ( w/ Tommy)                 
TUESDAY 

  AA                                 5:30 to 6:30                                 
  NA                                7:00 to 8:00

          
WEDNESDAY 

  NA                                 7:00 to 8:00 
 

FRIDAY 
  AA                               5:30 to 6:30 

 
SATURDAY 

  NA               Noon 

  Lower Hall  
 Lower Hall 

New Flooring 
New Wall, Ceiling, & Trim Paint 

   Old 
   

 New 

mailto:MJNELSON@nc.rr.com
http://www.churchoftheholyinnocents.org/newsletter.html
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All though this article will appear in the September issue of the newsletter it is actually still August as I write it.  Which is 
kind of odd especially, when you consider that as usual today is the deadline for getting these in to the editor.  It seems that these 
days no matter how hard I try I am always operating on completing things at the eleventh hour.  

I will submit to you that this month’s tardiness is due to the fact that last week was my birthday.   I wish to thank all of you 
for the warm birthday wishes that were bestowed on me.  My birthday has always been very special time for me. As I have grown 
older and especially most recently I have become very reflective on my birthday even more so than when I first became aware that I 
was approaching the fall years of my life.  I am of course referring to fall as in the seasons of the year not my balance or equilibrium.  
When I was a youth, my birthday celebrations were an event straight out of a Disney movie because I just so   
happen to share my birthday date with the famous and legendary Davy Crockett.  Yep! “The king of the wild 
frontier”, I even have stowed away in our cedar chest a few coonskin caps that I received as gifts a long time ago.  
My mother even use to believe that I must have gotten in some miraculous way some of Crockett’s DNA. To my 
Mother I was the “nature boy”; to our neighbors I was that “feral child” that stayed in the woods and marsh more 
than at home.  To my dad I was just son.    

Recently on my birthday just past I found my self reflecting on the day I was born.  Now I know that it isn’t possible for me to 
actually remember the day I was born, but I somehow have created in my minds eye of an image of that day.  I probably have done 
this from all of the stories that I heard about that particular day how hot and humid it was in an old red brick hospital that had no air 
conditioning, how the huge old live oak outside the open hospital room window creaked and groaned as it was lashed by the wind 
and rain that was the forerunner of an approaching hurricane in 1947.  I can see it! I do however know that I don’t really remember 
it.   

When Amy and I built our home here on Persimmon Branch farm, we included in the floor plan a library since we are both 
bibliophiles.  Our library has two large windows with window seats underneath and a set of French doors that open out on to the 
front lawn. It is a room designed for reflection.  On the front lawn outside of the windows and doors of the library, I have established 
a feeding station for the local deer herds and roving wild turkey hens and poults and anybody else that needs a little snack.  

 

 

 

On the eve of my birthday after my son and grandsons had left from their visit.  We received other visitors, six does each with 
relatively new fawns, one with twins showed up at the feeding station; the serenity of God’s creation was so apparent and so near.  
This of course also gave me cause to reflect on whether or not these spiritual moments will continue.  Will they be there for my 
grandsons?  Or will they only remember them because I will tell them about it.  These too are also “the gifts of God for the people of 
God”.  Gifts to be cherished, gifts to be remembered and given to others.  So on this birthday I give thanks to God for the gift of  my 
Celtic spiritually which is so intrinsically tied to nature and for Saint Francis of Assisi my model for being a Christian. And above 
all, I give thanks to God for being able to remember the day that I was born. 

 

          

The Deacon’s Bench 

by the Rev. Harrel Johnson 

September 2013 
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SEPTEMBER Unified Serving Schedule 

Sept. Acolytes Crucifer 
Lay Reader / 

Chalice Bearer Ushers 
Altar 
Guild 

Lemonade/
Coffee Hour  

1 Lehman Ford Uriah Ford 

  8:00am—Lucy Gray 
10:30am—Nick Long 

             

Kermit Ellis 
Steve Flannagan Shirley Young 

Lemonade                
on  the Lawn 

8 Genie Parish            
William Parish 

Matthew Williamson 

 
 
  8:00am—Richard Davis 
10:30am—Tommy Roberson 
 

                 
Kermit Ellis 

Steve Flannagan 
 
 

Mariana Davis Lemonade                
on  the Lawn 

15 Lehman Ford Uriah Ford 
  8:00am—Hut Wester 
10:30am—Ruth Hartness 

Kermit Ellis 
Steve Flannagan Mariana Davis 

Lemonade                
on  the Lawn 

22 Genie Parish            
Matthew Williamson 

William Parish 
  8:00am—Lucy Gray 
10:30am—Nancy Whitt 

Kermit Ellis 
Steve Flannagan Anora Rainey 

Lemonade                
on  the Lawn 

29 Lehman Ford Uriah Ford 
  8:00am—Bob Nelson 
10:30am—Tom Church 

Kermit Ellis 
Steve Flannagan Anora Rainey 

Lemonade                
on  the Lawn 

Submitted by: Lucy Gray 

 
 
 
 

Gillie Church………………………9/01 
Sean Hartness .................................. 9/01 
Kermit Ellis ..................................... 9/02 
Katherine Williamson...................... 9/06 
Mary Mac Long ............................... 9/12 
Marshall Cooper .............................. 9/13 
Betsy Seifert .................................... 9/14 
Chris St. Clair .................................. 9/16 
Marion DeVoe ................................. 9/16 
Lucy Catherine Olmert .................... 9/17 
Ivey Betts ........................................ 9/19 
Nicholas Andrews ........................... 9/20 
Barbara Parks .................................. 9/21 
Cliff Rogers ..................................... 9/23 
Frank Madigan ................................ 9/25 
Donald Seifert……………………..9/27 
Scott Hartness .................................. 9/28 
 
 

 
Catherine & Pat Olmert ..…………9/25 
Nancy & Cole Whitt………………9/25 
Mary Beth & Tim Seitzer………....9/27 
 

Remember In     
 Your Prayers 

Pray for Healing and Comfort: 

Cynthia Shaw, Helen Church Miles, Trayce 
Wheless, Barbara Collins, Staci Barnett, 
Virginia Wester, Harry Collins, Mary Ann 
Hill,  Barbara Madigan, Melody Shearin, 
Marie Young, Virginia Frank, Carol The-
odorou, Sam Parsons, Colt Moss, Lena 
Hogge, Bessie  Edwards, Jane  Fleming, 
Charlotte Sweeney,  Mimi Adams, Carolyn 
Lowery, Belinda Catlett, Meghan Bunn, 
Randy Palamar, Marion Devoe, Rebecca 
Aiken, Dr. Beverly Tucker, Vivie Drake, 
Tommy Greenway, Ken  Catlett,e Mullinix, 
Mary Beth Young, Debbie Onken, Hunter 
Hartness, and B.A. Hartness. 

 

  Labor Day 
        September 2, 2013 
 

  National Grandparents Day 
       September 8, 2013 
 

  Patriot Day 
       September11, 2013 
 

  Nat’l Hispanic Heritage Month 
         September 15-October 15, 2013 
 

  First Day of Autumn 
       September 22, 2013 

 
  Calendar of the Church Year 
  According to the Episcopal Church 

 

  Feast of  the Holy Cross  
      September 14 ,  2013   
 

  St.  Matthew—  
      Apostle & Evangelist  
      September 21 ,  2013   
 

  St.  Michael & All  Angels     
       September 30,  2013  

 

  SpecialSpecial  DatesDates    BirthdaysBirthdays    

  AnniversariesAnniversaries    
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THE  BELL  TOWER 

  Cleaning & organizing 

      Icemaker 

  Removing  items 

Unloading drawers & cabinets 

  Ready for new cabinet 
doors  & ceiling tiles 

  E C W  K i t ch e n  P r o j e c t  

                     NEW 
 
 
                 Stoves (2) 
                 Icemaker 
           Dishwashers (2) 
        Upright Freezer                             
            Cabinet Doors 
        Wall & Trim Paint 
             Counter Tops 
              Ceiling Tiles 
                 Flooring 
 
 

Installing counter tops 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PHONE: 252-492-0904 
E-MAIL: hinnocents@centurylink.net  
WEB: www.churchoftheholyinnocents.org 
 

THE CHURCH OF THE HOLY INNOCENTS 
210 South Chestnut Street 
Henderson, NC 27536 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

The Church of the Holy Innocents 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

All are welcome to join us as 

we joyfully greet each person present at our worship. 

May our love and respect for one another be 

steady and true as we strive to follow Christ our Lord..  

  

mailto:hinnocent@vance.net

