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from the Rector       

The Rev. Donald Lowery  

It Seems Like A New Year 

 

My entire adult life has had some 

connection, direct or indirect, to the 

school year.  My first year out of 

college, armed with my shiny new 

bachelorôs degree, I taught school for a 

year.  It was a disaster.  I discovered I 

loved children, but was utterly incapable 

of maintaining classroom discipline.  

Promising God I would abandon 

children and youth ministry forever, I 

went to get a Masterôs degree in clinical 

psychology and what did I do? I went to 

work as a school guidance counselor and 

discovered I am pretty good with kids in 

small groups.  About this time I became 

an Episcopalian and was asked to help 

with the youth group and discovered I 

REALLY liked youth work because I 

really enjoyed being with youth.  Then 

there was seminary and out again to 

serve the Episcopal Church as an 

ordained person.  With Youth Groups 

and Sunday Schools, vacation times and 

school breaks around which to adjust 

parish schedules, it sometimes feels as 

though I have never left school.  I think 

it is for that reason that late August and 

early September, when school resumes 

and so much around the parish begins 

anew, feels like a new year to me.  This 

ñnew yearò offers many exciting 

prospects for service and learning. I am 

going to write about several exciting 

things under the  appropriate subtitles 

which begin on page two.  À 
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Adult Parish  Choir  

                                     Henry Ross 

 Rehearsals for the Adult Parish 

Choir will resume on Thursday, 

September 10th at 7:30 p.m.  All persons 

(you, your neighbor, or friends) are 

invited to participate!  If you have any 

questions,  please contact Henry Ross at 

438-3095 or 492-2964.  À 

 

Sunday School News 

                       Church   Office 

DON'T FORGET!!! The Church 

of the Holy Innocents Children's Sunday 

School will resume September 14 (the 

Sunday after Labor Day) at 9:30 in the 

upstairs loft room (next to the robing 

room).  The class is geared toward K-5 

grade, but all ages are welcome.  See 

you there!!  

  Anyone interested in helping 

with Children's Sunday School please  

contact Father Don.  À 

 

 

Healing Service 

Father Donald Lowery 

     My schedule during 

S e p t e mb e r  w i l l  b e 

disjointed because of family 

commitments.  For that 

reason, the healing service 

will not be held until September 16, but 

still in the Hughesô House at 7:00 p.m. in 

the Parlor. À 

 

Time Away 

Father Donald Lowery 

Father Lowery will be out of town 

from September 2 ï September 9 with 

his parents.  God willing, we will be 

visiting my uncle in Florida who is 

battling cancer.  The vestry members 

will be able to reach me by cell phone if 

there is an emergency.   À 

Adult Christian Formation  

Father Donald Lowery 

Adult Christian Formation will 

resume Sunday meetings on September 

13,  at 9:35 in the Ingle Parlor in the 

Parish House.  We are going to begin the 

year with something different.  The 

Episcopal Church has asked those 

congregations that predate the War 

Between the States, who numbered 

enslaved persons among their ante-

bellum members to reflect on that 

heritage.  Holy Innocents numbered such 

folks amongst its first members. We will 

look at the oldest records of the church 

on the first few weeks, then watch 

ñTraces of the Tradeò which explores 

how the DeWolfe Family, prominent 

Episcopalians from Rhode Island, were 

involved in the slave trade as merchants 

supplying the needs of planters in the 

Colonial era and Early Republic. 

In October, we will also begin a 

book study, as requested by some 

parishioners, on Wednesday nights.  

More details will follow in the October 

Newsletter.  À 

 

 

Youth Group 

The Youth Group will not meet 

on September 6, as Father Don will be 

away, God willing, visiting an uncle 

battling cancer in Florida.  This could 

change, and if it does, I will let folks 

know by e-mail. 

On September 13, St. Cyprianôs 

Episcopal Church in Oxford will be 

installing a new priest at 5:00 p.m..  I 

need to attend this service.  I propose 

that we go as a group and then go out for 

pizza afterwards.  This is chance to 

support a sister church and then eat out 

together.  We need to leave from the 

church promptly at 4:10 so that I can be 

there in time to get vested up and march 

in the procession. 

On September 20, Holy Trinity in 

Townsville will hold its annual 

homecoming service.  The Youth Group 

has been invited to attend by the 

Feduccia Family who care for the church 

and then join them for supper afterwards 
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at the Old Place Restaurant in 

Townsville.  The meal afterward will be 

Dr. and Mrs. Feducciaôs treat for the 

youth group.  The time of the service has 

not been set. I will e-mail with details. 

On September 27, we will have a 

regular meeting, at church, at 4:45. Isnôt 

that a relief after a busy month!!!!   À 

 

 

 

 

The Tabitha Guild  

Betsy Catlett & Janet White 

Tabitha Guild (Prayer Shawl 

Ministry) will begin its winter knitting 

sessions in September.  We meet in the 

Ladies' Parlor on the 2nd and 4th 

Tuesdays of each month at 10:00 

o'clock.  We welcome back each knitter, 

and we hope that anyone who can knit - 

or who would like to learn to knit - will 

join us.  We welcome, too, those who 

just enjoy chatting.  We have fun!!!  Any 

questions?  Call  Betsy Catlett (492-

8223) or Janet White (430-0187).  À 
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Emergency Shelter for Homeless 

Men 

Father Donald Lowery 

Henderson and Vance County 

have several options for sheltering 

homeless women and children.  At this 

point in time, we have no shelter that 

will accept men, so we either cannot 

shelter them, or send them to the 

Durham Rescue Mission.  In an effort to 

meet this need, the Ministersô 

Community Partnership, working with 

the Five County Mental Health, will be 

offering an emergency shelter for men 

during the cold months.  It will begin on 

November 1 and provide shelter through 

April 1 at the basement of the Parish 
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Hall of First Presbyterian Church.  Local 

churches are asked to recruit volunteers, 

four per night, who can work at the 

shelter.  Two volunteers will register the 

men who come in for shelter while the 

other two will stay overnight.  The 

church is also asked to provide a simple 

hot supper each night and a simple 

breakfast of cereal, milk, juice or pastry. 

Five County Mental Health will 

provide training for volunteers and this 

training is mandatory for any who are 

willing to serve.  The Henderson City 

Police will also patrol the church at 

regular intervals to assure that there are 

no criminal incidents. If you can 

volunteer, I need to know by September 

10, 2009.  The first training event will be 

held on September 21 at Five County 

Mental Health offices on Garnett 

Street.À  

                                                      

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vance County Day of Prayer for 

Education 

Father Donald Lowery 

On September 13 we will resume 

Sunday School for children through the 

sixth grade.  We will be having special 

prayers for our schools, and, we will 

have a blessing of the Back Packs and 

Book Bags.  All children and youth are 

asked to bring their back pack or book 

bag to receive the blessing and ask 

special prayers for a good school year. 

We are also collecting books, new 

and used books in good condition, to be 

distributed to families in Henderson and 

Vance County who have children in the 

home but do not have books.  The goal is 

to encourage parents and children to read 

together.  Books should be for children 

through grade five.  There will be box in 

the Bell Tower where they may be 

dropped off.  The youth group as agreed 

to sort books and help me deliver them.  

We will collect books through 

September 15, 2009. À 
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September  2009       
Schedule of Events  

  Choir Weekly Practice Schedule  

  Childrenôs Choir ð Wed. at 3:15 PM 

  Hand Bell Choir ð Wed. at 6:00 PM 

  Parish Choir ð Thursday at 7:30 PM 

 

 Daily  Morning  Prayer  

 Monday ðThursday (weekly)  

   7:30 AM,  Hughes House  

 

 

Sunday ï  September 6  

  8:00 AM, Holy Eucharist ï Rite I 

10:30 AM, Holy Eucharist ï Rite II 

12:30 PM, La Misa Servicio ï  

                  Santa Eucharistia 

 

Tuesdayï  September 8  

 10:00 AM, Tabitha Guild (Ladies Parlor) 

 

Wednesday ï  September 9  

  3:00 PM, Nursing Home Ministry  

   

Sunday ï  September 13  

  8:00 AM, Holy Eucharist ï Rite I 

10:30 AM, Holy Eucharist ï Rite II 

 

Wednesday ï  September 16  

   7:00 PM, Healing Service  

 

Sunday ï  September 20  

  8:00 AM, Holy Eucharist ï Rite I 

10:30 AM, Holy Eucharist ï Rite II 

12:30 PM, La Misa Servicio ï  

                  Santa Eucharistia 

 

Tuesday -  September 22  

10:00 AM, ECW (Ladies Parlor) 

                  Tabitha Guild 

Wednesday ï  September 23  
      3:00 PM, Nursing Home Ministry  
   
 
    Sunday ï  September 27  

    8:00 AM, Holy Eucharist ï Rite I 

  10:30 AM, Holy Eucharist ï Rite II 
 

      

All services are conducted in the 

Church, unless otherwise noted.  

Once a month Sunday Soup Kitchen 

Father Donald Lowery 

Poverty is the bane of our county.  

ACTS (Area Christian Together in 

Service) provides a weekday soup kitchen 

for those in need.  There is no soup kitchen 

on the weekends.  First Presbyterian and 

First United Methodist Church provide a 

Sunday Soup Kitchen one Sunday each per 

month.  They have asked First Baptist and 

Holy Innocents to join them in this 

endeavor so that all the Sundays of the 

month are covered and a simple, hot meal 

of soup and sandwich can be had by folks 

in need.  If you can help with this, please 

contact Father Lowery.  I am not sure 

when we will begin, more information will 

follow in the next month or so. 

It is going to be a busy ñnew yearò 

and I am excited about the prospects.  This 

congregation has a long history of serving 

others in the name of Jesus Christ.  Our 

service makes his love real and tangible in 

our needy community.  Please consider 

how you can help as we do the work of the 

Lord in Henderson and Vance County. À 

 

 

Holy Trinity Townsville 

Homecoming Service 

Father Donald Lowery 

Holy Trinity Townsville will 

celebrate its annual homecoming service 

on September 13, 2009.  The time of the 

service has not been set yet.  When we 

know, we will inform folks by 

announcement and bulletin notice.  Please 

try to attend.  Holy Trinity has been closed 

for many years and has been lovingly cared 

for by the Feduccia Family.  While not as 

old as St. Johnôs in Williamsborough, it is 

as perfect an example of Rural Vernacular 

Carpenterôs Gothic Architecture as any that 

has survived in North Carolina.  The 

building is a treat.  Our youth group has 

been invited by Dr. and Mrs. Feduccia to 

stay afterwards for supper as their treat. À 
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CAPITAL CAMPAIGN UPDATE  

                          Rick Palamar, Chair 

                Campaign Steering Committee 

 

T he  C a p i t a l  C a mp a i g n 

Committee has been hard at work this 

summer and continues to develop and 

refine the planning and research 

aspects of the project.  By late 

September we will have some interesting 

revised  proposals for renovation work to 

our church facilities to share with all 

parish members. However, our goals for 

this initiative go well beyond the bricks 

and mortar of our buildings. 

Our hope for a successful 

campaign goes beyond our common 

desire to preserve the physical treasure 

that has been provided and preserved to 

date by our many faithful members at 

'Holy Innocents and by those that have 

come before us.  Upgrading our facilities 

and ultimately creating an endowment to 

assure their preservation will strengthen 

the foundation that will enable us to 

more fully focus on providing resources 

for the revitalization of parish ministry 

for the coming decades.  

Even before the nerve rattling 

economic news of this past year, we are 

all aware that our local community has 

many cha l lenges. At óHoly 

Innocents, we too have come to a critical 

fork in the road to our future. Your 

parish leaders have resolved to move 

forward in faith. Our best days as a 

church are not tied to our history.  They 

are tied to the actions we take now as a 

congregation to recommit ourselves to 

the challenges at hand and utilize our 

resources to assure a bright future for 

those that come after us. We believe that 

God is calling us to a future of vibrant 

ministry even though the details of that 

future are still under construction. 

Future church life is not likely to 

look like it did fifty years ago when 

many churches were full most Sundays. 

Nonetheless, peopleôs lives, perhaps now 

more than ever, are still very much in 

need of Godôs love and the Holy Spiritôs 

guidance. So, now we are committing 

to a journey of faith together, to provide 

for future parish ministry ï both for next 

year and for decades to come. We are 

planning and preparing for growing 

annual ministries, and we see positive 

signs in various church programs. We 

are planning to make our buildings as 

serviceable as possible for ministry uses 

tomorrow. We are inviting parishioners 

to consider legacy gifts to the parish in 

order to meet the needs of our sacred 

spaces for generations to come.  

We are heirs of a strong faith 

tradition of liturgical worship and 

community outreach in this parish. Now 

is our time to strengthen the foundations 

that we have inherited and to give 

forward. This response could be a 

glorious witness to Godôs goodness and 

grace from generation to generation of 

our brothers and sisters in Christ who 

gather together in our historic church in 

future years.   May  God guide 

and empower us in this endeavor.  À 

 

 

October  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 - September 20th -  
 

 

Please  submit any      

newsletter  items either to the       

church office or e-mail them to 

MJNELSON@nc.rr.com 

 

Thanks for your support! 
 

 

The Planned Giving Committee 

Craig Clodfelter 

Planning ahead is an important 

step in effective stewardship. We 

encourage all members of óHoly 

Innocents to plan your will now. If you 

neglect to prepare a will, the state has a 

formula for distributing your assets 

which  may or may not reflect your 

personal situation and desires.   If you 

die without a will, no gifts can be made 

to charities or to the church, and an 

important opportunity to continue your 

good works will be lost.  While 

thoughtfully providing for your family 

and loved ones, please consider 

including a bequest to the church in your 

will.  Use your ñwill powerò.  À 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ATTENTION 

Capital Campaign 

Special 
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