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from the Rector       

The Rev. Donald Lowery  

Priorities 

People talk about priorities.  
Beginning in Middle School and 
continuing right on through High 
School, University and beyond, we are 
trained that it is important to set 
priorities.  Intelligent mentors and 
teachers also remind us that our 
priorities ought to reflect our core 
values.  What really matters in our lives?  
What is important to us?  How do we 
want other people to see us?  How do we 
want to be remembered when we have 
passed from the scene? 

Our words tell something about 
our priorities.  The issues that fire us up 
in a discussion, the aspects of our family 
life, work and hobbies that inspire 
enthusiastic conversation, the things we 
choose to profess as beliefs are 
important and they reveal much.  Do you 

really want to see me get excited and 
talk even more than my usual 
talkativeness?  Ask me about Old St. 
John’s in Williamsboro. Ask me about 
the stained glass windows at Holy 
Innocents.  I can be feeling under the 
weather or a bit tired and I will still 
become animated.  I love Old St. John’s.  
I love Holy Innocents’ building and its 
fabulously beautiful windows.  They 
bring me joy.  The deep affection is 
obvious. 

At the same time, our actions 
really do speak louder than our words. I 
suspect all of us will assert the 
importance of certain ideas because we 
know they are right and that we ought to 
endorse them.  However, our actions will 
reveal they are not as important to us as 
we claim.  In a more positive vein, there 
may be other things about which we talk 
little but our actions surrounding the 
matters in question will reveal an 
enthusiasm no one would have 
suspected.  I remember being in 
Pennsylvania Dutch Country many years 
ago looking for clothing I could use for 
reenacting.  The Amish still use patterns 
for some of their clothing that date back 
to before the War Between the States. I 
needed some trousers in the style of the 
1840’s.  There is an Amish owned dry 
goods store where such clothing is 
available ready made right of the rack.  
The sales clerk who helped me, Mr. 
Amman, was Amish and officially a 
pacifist.  However, when he realized I 
was a reenactor from the South Mr. 
Amman launched into an animated and 
extremely knowledgeable chat about 
military history, especially the Civil 
War, but other historic conflicts as well.  
He even acknowledged, “I am a pacifist, 
but I have been fascinated with military 
history since I was a boy.”  His 
enthusiastic words revealed a priority I 
would never have guessed.  
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 How we use our money also 
reveals priorities. I drive a raggedy old 
car. I fear I may embarrass the 
congregation as I roll along in my 
beloved Ford Taurus dent wagon. If you 
come into my office or the rectory you 
will quickly realize I do have a financial 
priority.  Books, books and more books 
are shelved and piled everywhere. As 
Erasmus is quoted as saying, “When I get 
a little money, I buy books.  If any is left, 
I buy food and clothing.” 

Books and perhaps of greater 
importance, the knowledge they contain 
is not just a priority, but also a passion. 

 My parents taught me that my 
number one financial priority should be 
the work of the Church.  They still write 
out their donation of the church first 
amongst all their expenses.  Holy 
Innocents uses a payroll service to 
prepare paychecks. Our good treasurer, 
Bob Nelson, set my pay up so that my gift 
to the church is taken out before my 
check comes to me.  It is important to me 
to honor my faith as taught by my parents 
by making my charitable giving the first 
priority.  

As Christians, our first priority is 
our commitment to the Lord. As we do 
our stewardship campaign, please make 
Jesus a priority in your giving.  Your 
dollars not only pay for the upkeep of 
buildings and salaries for staff, but also 
enable us to provide space for non-profits 
like AA, NA and Boy Scouts who use our 
buildings. We use your dollars to help 
people in need in our community.  Our 
charitable giving becomes a tangible 
witness to the transforming power of 
Jesus Christ not only in our own lives but 
also in the community around us. 

Please be as generous as one’s 
circumstances permit.  Some can give 
much. Others can give little. If we all 
pool our resources, we can do the work 
God has given us to do at this time and 
this place. 

I can think of no better words with 
which to end this article than those of St. 
Paul in 2 Corinthians 9: 6 – 10: 

 The point is this: the one who 
sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, 
and the one sows bountifully will also 
reap bountifully.  Each of you must give 
as you have made up your mind, not 
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God  
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loves a cheerful giver.  And God is able to 
provide you with every blessing in 
abundance, so that by always having 
enough of everything, you may share 
abundantly in every good work.  As it is 
written: 

He scatters abroad; he gives to the 
poor; 

His righteousness endures forever.† 

 

PARISH  NewS… 

 

 

The Rev. Donald Lowery 

Youth group will not meet on 
November 1st because Fr. Don will be in 
Washington. We will meet all other   
Sundays in the Hughes House at 5:00 p.m.    

 

 
 
 

The Rev. Donald Lowery 

     We will meet at 5:30 p.m. on all 
the Wednesdays of November for Holy 
Communion in the Church.  November 4 
will be the Healing Service.  We will meet 
on November 25th at 5:30 p.m. for the 
benefit of those who cannot attend the 
Thanksgiving Day Service.    † 

 
 
 
 
                            The Rev. Donald Lowery 
 

There will be a quiet service of 
Holy Communion at 10:30 a.m. on 
Thanksgiving Day in the Church.    † 

 
 

Floral Sign-up Sheet 
              Frank  Madigan 

 The 2016 sign-up sheet is now in 
the Tower.  Please take the time to look   
it over and sign up.  The flowers are 
always a lovely addition to our Sunday 
services.  † 

  

 

Father Don Goes to Washington 

 The Rev. Donald Lowery 

  I do not aspire to political office.  
However, I am off on a field trip to 
Washington October 31 to November 2.  
Our Bishop, The Right Reverend Michael 
Curry was elected Presiding Bishop of the 
Episcopal Church this past summer.  That 
makes him the head or Primate of our 
branch of the Anglican Communion.  In 
our church governance Bishop Curry will 
be the first among equals in the House of 
Bishops.  He will set the agenda for the 
meetings of the House of Bishop and 
preside at those meetings.  Bishop Curry 
will have general oversight of the 
Episcopal Church and particular charge for 
the well-being of the bishops and their 
discipline should it be needed.  Most of all, 
he desires to be the Chief Evangelism 
Officer of our Church; to preach and teach 
about Jesus all over our nation and beyond 
so that people will hear and know that we 
have a God and that he has revealed his 
love in the life, teaching, actions, death, 
and resurrection of his Son. 

Bishop Curry will be officially 
installed into this office on November 1, 
2015 at the Cathedral Church of Saints 
Peter and Paul, also known as the National 
Cathedral.  As a member of the standing 
committee of the Diocese of North 
Carolina, I have been invited to attend. The 
diocese has chartered two buses and 
reserved an entire hotel for the invited 
guests from our diocese.  I will ride on one 
of the chartered buses to Washington on 
October 31 and return to North Carolina in 
the same way on November 2. 

 

 I am so very pleased, honored and 
excited to be part of this wonderful and 
historic service.  I suspect you will able to 
tell how pleased I am when I get back. Just 
ask!    † 

                                               

 

                                             Ann Ellis 

Choir rehearsal will be at 9:00 a.m. on 
Sunday mornings during November and 
December to prepare for Christmas music.  All 

interested persons are welcome to join us!  † 
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                    The Deacon’s   Bench 
                                                                                                                                 By the Rev. Harrel  Johnson 

           

  

A Reflection for the Celebration of All Saints Day 

 

 

 

 

 

Some Christian traditions focus on remembering special Christians on All Saints Day or bringing to mind 
believers who have died and gone to be with the Lord. This day offers a fine opportunity to thank God for those 
whose lives have honored him and made a difference to us. Yet, it's important to remember that the biblical sense of 
"saint" includes all of God's people, not just those who have excelled in discipleship. I thought it might be helpful 
for us to review what we learned about saints from Ephesians 1:1.  

In the opening verse of this letter, Paul addresses the letter's recipients as "God's holy people." Traditionally, 
the Greek word hagioi, translated here as "God's holy people," is rendered "saints." Thus, the King James version 
reads, "To the saints which are at Ephesus." In fact, the English word "saint" comes from the Latin sanctus, which 
means "holy." So, saints are holy people, by definition. 

But what does it mean to be a holy person, a saint? From a biblical perspective, something is holy when it is 
set apart for God and God's purposes. So, an animal to be sacrificed to the Lord is holy because it is designated for 
this special function. In Exodus 19, God set apart the Israelites as his own "treasured possession" (19:5). They 
would be a "holy nation" (19:6) through which God would make himself known to the world. In the New Testa-
ment, believers in Jesus Christ are referred to as "saints" or "holy people" because they have inherited Israel's     
divinely conferred status as people set apart by God for him and for his saving purposes. 

If you have put your faith in Jesus Christ, you are a saint. You are a holy person. This does not necessarily 
say anything about your worthiness to receive this title or your exemplary lifestyle, however. I wouldn't recommend 
that you go around putting "Saint" in front of your name. Rather, you are a saint because God has chosen you to 
belong to him and his people. He has set you apart so that you might participate in his redeeming work in the world. 

Remember, you are not a solo saint. There is no such thing from a biblical perspective. Rather, as a saint, you 
have been joined to the family of all saints, including those who live around the world and those who have gone to 
be with the Lord. Therefore, on All Saints Day, it is a perfect time to remember that God has made you special for 
him and his purposes, and that he has joined you into the eternal, worldwide fellowship of all his saints. Moreover, 
it's a good day to take seriously the fact that God wants to make himself known in this world through you as a mem-
ber of the family of all saints. 
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Treasurer’s 
Report 

 

 Bob Nelson, Treasurer 

 

 

 

 

 

The Rev. Donald Lowery 

 Our Annual Congregational Meeting will be held on 
Sunday, November 22, 2015, immediately after the10:30 a.m. 
service.  We will receive reports from various committees of 
the church and elect three persons to the vestry for a three-year 
term.  The nominating committee is made up of Tom Church, 
Craig Clodfelter, Alton Stainback and Richard Palamar.  If you 
have nominees, please contact one of the members of the com-
mittee with that name.  Please remember that to serve on the 
vestry, one must be a confirmed, communicant member in good 
standing, aged 16 years or older. This means the nominee is 
confirmed or received into the Episcopal Church, or transferred 
in from a denomination with whom the Episcopal Church is in 
full communion, receives communion at least three times a 
year and contributes to the financial well being of the parish.  
Voting is permitted to all confirmed communicant members in 
good standing 16 years of age or older.  Sometimes the 16-year
-old qualification is questioned as being “too young.”  That is 
the age set by canon law in the Episcopal Church and is bind-
ing on all congregations.   

  Nominations may be made from the floor of the congre-
gational meeting.  The person elected must fit the requirement 
listed above and be willing to serve.  If you wish to nominate a 
person please make sure they are eligible and that they wish to 
serve.  † 
  

 

Altar Guild 
  

                                                                    
                
 
                                                                  Shirley Young  
   

Please bring fruits and vegetables to the office or the sac-
risty by Tuesday, November 24th to be used for decorating the 
altar for Thanksgiving.  They will also be used for the following 
Sunday, after which Keith will give them to ACTS.   

This was one of long-time Altar Guild  member Biz   
Borden’s favorite times and  our  special Thanksgiving altar  
decor will be in memory of her.  † 

 

 Tabitha Guild 
  
                                                 
 
 
 

Tabitha Guild  will meet Tuesday, November 10 and 
Tuesday, November 24, to continue knitting scarves for the 
homeless in our community, and shawls, as they are needed, for 
friends and acquaintances.  We would like to have more knitters 
to help keep our homeless warm.   

Questions?  Please  call Betsy Catlett (492-82223),    
Margaret Williamson (438-5703) or Janet White (430-0187).  † 

 

Janet White , Betsy Catlett  & 
Margaret Williamson 
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Printed copies of the newsletter are 
located in the Bell Tower for you if 
you have problems with email access.   
There is also a link to both current 
and past issues of our newsletter at: 
www.churchoftheholyinnocents.org                 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please  submit any      
  news  items either to the  church  office or         

e-mail them to:     
            MJNELSON@nc.rr.com 

 
 
 

 Schedule of Events 

  Choir Weekly Practice Schedule 

  Hand Bell Choir — Wed. at 6:00 PM 

  Parish Choir —  Sunday at 9:00 AM 

   
 Daily  Morning  Prayer 

 Monday —Thursday (weekly) 

   7:30 AM,  Hughes House  

 Nursery open - Sundays at 10:30Service  
 
 
Sunday –  November 1 

  8:00 AM, Holy Eucharist – Rite I 

10:30 AM, Holy Eucharist – Rite II 

12:30 PM, La Misa Servicio  

                   
Wednesday –  November 4 
 
  5:30 PM, Holy Eucharist 

                  Healing Service 
 
Sunday –  November 8 

  8:00 AM, Holy Eucharist – Rite I 

10:30 AM, Holy Eucharist – Rite II 

12:30 PM, La Misa Servicio  

 
Tuesday -  November 10 

 10:00 AM, Tabitha Guild(Ladies Parlor) 

                     
Wednesday –  November 11 

  3:00 PM, Nursing Home Ministry  

  5:30 PM, Holy Eucharist 

 

    Sunday –  November 15 

   8:00AM, Holy Eucharist-Rite 1 

10:30 AM, Holy Eucharist – Rite  II 

12:30 PM, La Misa Servicio  

 
 
Wednesday –  November 18 

  5:30 PM, Holy Eucharist 

 
 Sunday –  November 22 

 **ONE COMBINED SERVICE** 

10:30 AM, Holy Eucharist – Rite II 

**ANNUAL CHURCH MEETING** 
 
 
Tuesday -  November 24 

 10:00 AM, Tabitha Guild (Ladies Parlor) 
  
 
 Wednesday –  November 25 

  3:00 PM, Nursing Home Ministry  

  5:30 PM, Holy Eucharist 
             

 Thursday –  November 26 

 10:30 AM, Holy Eucharist  Service 
          -Thanksgiving Day- 
 

    Sunday –  November 29 

  8:00 AM, Holy Eucharist – Rite I 

10:30 AM, Holy Eucharist – Rite II 

12:30 PM, La Misa Servicio  
 

 

 
      199th Annual Convention 

      November 20-21, 2015 

 
 
 
 
  
  

 December Newsletter 
 Items Due November 20 

DIOCESE  NEWS ...
  

  
  
 
 

Diocesan Convention 

 The Rev. Donald Lowery 

Once a year, the Diocese of North 
Carolina gathers in convention for con-
ducting business for the good of the  
entire diocese.  We will meet on Novem-
ber 20 and 21 in Winston-Salem.  Along 
with Fr. Don Lowery and Deacon Harrel 
Johnson, Tom Church, Anne Almand, 
Craig Clodfelter and Johnny Foster will 
represent us.  Among other items of 
business we should receive a time line 
for our search for a new bishop to     
replace Bishop Curry who, as mentioned 
earlier, ascends into the office of Presid-
ing Bishop of the Episcopal Church.  † 

  

Community          

NEWS ...  

  
 
 

 
 
 

 Fall BAZAAR 
Hosted by United Methodist Women 
 

         
      November 7th 
    7 am  - 12 noon 
 

First United      
Methodist Church  

114 Church Street 

 
Full Country BREAKFAST 

(7am - 10:30 am - $7) 
 

CRAFTS, Holiday Gifts 
Cakes, Pies, Breads, etc 
Casseroles & Preserves 
Hand Crafted Jewelry 

 
SILENT AUCTION 

http://www.churchoftheholyinnocents.org
mailto:MJNELSON@nc.rr.com
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  NOVEMBER  2015 

 
 
 

Mary Shearin ................................. 11/01 
Donald Lowery .............................. 11/03 
Matilda Gholson ............................ 11/03 
Kate Blackburn .............................. 11/07 
Sam Goodwin…………………….11/07 
Rick Palamar ................................. 11/11 
Susann  Ellis .................................. 11/13 
Valerie Gwynn .............................. 11/14 
Cole Whitt ..................................... 11/16 
Genie Parish .................................. 11/17 
C. G. Williams ............................... 11/17 
Betsy Herford ................................ 11/21 
Katherine Kittrell ........................... 11/21 
Anne Almand ................................ 11/27 
Jackson Blackburn, Jr. ................... 11/28 
 

 
 
 
 

Dianne & Maurice Floyd ............... 11/02 
Ellen & Roger Dickerson………...11/04 
Jan & Bo Cheatham ....................... 11/05 
Lucy & Butch Gray ....................... 11/29 

Remember In     
 Your Prayers 

Pray for Healing and Comfort: 

Cynthia Shaw, Trayce Wheless,  Bar-
bara Collins, Staci Barnett,  Hazel 
Peck, MaryAnn Hill, Barbara Madigan,   
Melody Shearin,  Carolyn Lowery, 
Belinda Catlett, Mary Shearin, Meghen 
Bunn, Vivie Drake, Francis Saunders, 
Lisa Adcock, C.G. Williams, Bobby 
Woodward, Bettie Cooper, Griselle 
Woodward,   Graham Shearin, Rorin 
Platt,Tommy Greenway, Al Thompson, 
Hannah Youngblood, Marshall Cooper, 
Jean Gaddy Scholl, John Dow, Veneal 
Williams, Gus Bachman, Bob Catlett 
and Tracy Clawson .                    
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 Veterans Day                                     

November 11, 2015 

 Thanksgiving Day                             
November 26, 2015      

 
  All Saints’ Day 
      November 1 ,  2015  

  Christ the King Sunday  

         November 23, 2015 

   First Sunday of Advent  

         November 29, 2015 

 

 

 

 

 Margaret Williamson       11/01 

 Griselle Woodard                11/08 

  Janet White                         11/15 

 Bettie & Marshall Cooper   11/22 

 Fruit from Thanksgiving     11/29

  SpecialSpecial  DatesDates    BirthdaysBirthdays    

  AnniversariesAnniversaries    

  Altar FlowersAltar Flowers  

Tucker Olmert 
Beau Burnette       
C. Scott Burnette    
Jason Elliott 

november Unified Serving Schedule 

—COFFEE WILL BE SERVED IN THE GREAT HALL AFTER THE 10:30 AM SERVICE — 

Nov Bearers Acolytes Crucifer 
Lay Reader / 

Chalice Bearer Ushers 
Altar 
Guild 

Vestry 
Greeter 

1  
LorenaNegron      

LC Olmert 
Lehman Ford 

  8:00am—Bob Nelson 
10:30am—Richard Davis 

             

Bob Herford    
Bob Nelson  

Shirley 
Young 

Tom Church 
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Juliana Negron  

Jason Elliott 
AJ Holloway 

  
  
  8:00am—Rick Palamar 
10:30am—Nick Long 
  

                 
Bob Herford    
Bob Nelson  

  
  

Anora 
Rainey Alton Stainback 

15  
Tucker Olmert  

Brennan Olmert 
Uriah Ford 

  8:00am—Hut Wester 
10:30am—Tom Church 

Bob Herford    
Bob Nelson  

Anora 
Rainey 

Porter Shaw 

22   
Genie Parish       

AJ  Holloway 
1
   

 -Annual Parish Meeting- 
Combined Service 

10:30am—Ruth Hartness 

Bob Herford    
Bob Nelson  

Mariana 
Davis 

Craig Clodfelter 

26    
 Thanksgiving  Day                   

10:30am—Nick Andrews 
 Mariana 

Davis 
 

29 SarahRoseParish2 
AJ Holloway 3 

C. Scott Burnette 
MaryBethParish 

Genie Parish 
   8:00am—Lucy Gray 
 10:30am—Nancy Whitt 

Bob Herford    
Bob Nelson  

Mariana 
Davis 

Ruth Hartness 

 

NOTE:  IF YOU ARE SCHEDULED TO SERVE AND HAVE A CONFLICT, PLEASE CONTACT YOUR OWN           
REPLACEMENT AND NOTIFY THE CHURCH OFFICE. 

Mary Beth Parish2 

LC Olmert 3 

SarahRose Parish4 

Brennan Olmert5 

Lorena Negron5 

Juliana Negron5 

Lehman Ford6 

Uriah Ford 6                      

  1   2nd  Cross               2   Book                  3  Banner                 4   Tintinabulus                5  Kites                6   Flags 
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ATTENTION 

December 5,  2015              

ECW Officers 

Betsy Seifert, President                              
Shirley Young, VPresident                                      

Ann Ellis, Secretary                                        
Marsha Nelson, Treasurer 

 Co-Chairmen 

Margaret Williamson                                      
Marsha Nelson 

Our next  ECW  Meeting will  be  held   
on  Tuesday, December 1 at  10:00 a.m.   
All members are  encouraged to par-
ticipate  in  this  meeting as we  prepare 
for our  Food Fair. 

  OPEN  
9:00 a.m. 
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     ECW  
     HOLIDAY            
 FOOD FAIR 

 

BAKED FOODS  
Brownies, Cookies, Cakes,         

 Pies  &  more 
 

FROZEN FOODS 
 Casseroles, ECW Chili,      

Biscuits & more 

   CLOSE  
   12:00 noon 

       

OTHER 
Homemade Preserves, 
BBQ Sauce & more 

 
RAFFLE 

for Country Ham & other 
Raffle tickets $1ea or 6 for $5 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PHONE: 252-492-0904 
E-MAIL: hinnocents@centurylink.net  
WEB: www.churchoftheholyinnocents.org 

 
THE CHURCH OF THE HOLY INNOCENTS 
210 South Chestnut Street 
Henderson, NC 27536 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cut  along the dotted line and share the below information with a friend…. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -                                                                                                         
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  

The Church of the Holy InnocentsThe Church of the Holy Innocents  

210 South Chestnut Street210 South Chestnut Street  

  

ECW  FOOD FAIRECW  FOOD FAIR  

Saturday, December 5Saturday, December 5  

9:00 a.m. 9:00 a.m. --    12:00 p.m.12:00 p.m.  

  

I N V I T E   A   F R I E N D !I N V I T E   A   F R I E N D !  

mailto:hinnocent@vance.net

