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May is Mary’s  Month 
 

In my travels in Europe with my 
parents over the past few years it is 
impossible to escape the presence of 
Mary, the Mother of our Lord when 
visiting historic churches.  Mary plays a 
key role in Roman Catholic and Eastern 
Orthodox theology.  It is important to 
emphasize that Mary does take the place 
of God.  That is a worry held by many 
Protestant and some Anglican/
Episcopalian Christians.  The high role 
that Mary plays is a reflection of the 
history of the Church as it struggled to 
fully understand who Jesus was and is 
for us.  Some of the early Christians 
denied that Jesus was fully human in 
their devotion to him as savior and so 
fell into heresy.   Other early Christians, 
in their desire to uphold the ancient and 
true doctrine of the essential unity or 
oneness of God denied that Jesus was 

God revealing himself in human flesh 
and so fell short of the truth at the other 
extreme.  Mary reminds us of the two 
difficult but essential truths that Nicene 
Christians adhere to regarding Jesus.  
Jesus is fully human.  He has a human 
mother.  Jesus is also God from God 
because Mary, as a person of great 
courage and strength said “Yes” when 
God asked her to be part of the divine 
plan to accomplish human salvation.  
Mary still plays a vital role in the 
spiritual lives of Christians who honor 
her.  Mary always points us to Jesus.  To 
see Jesus is to see the love of God and 
Mary sets for us the example of how we 
are to respond to God.  A “yes” to God’s 
call on our lives is a call to prayer and 
worship, loving fellowship and service 
and to an adventure that begins in this 
life and continues on into eternal life. 

Church tradition dedicates the 
month of May to Mary.  With spring 
bursting into full splendor all around us 
we are reminded of the beauty of her 
soul.  We are still in the midst of 
Eastertide and share with her the 
unspeakable joy of Jesus resurrection.  I 
can barely imagine the agony of her soul 
as she stood at the foot of the cross in the 
arms of the Beloved Disciple watching 
her son die on the cross.  My heart can 
barely fully comprehend the depth of her 
joy as she saw her son risen from the 
dead, and not just risen but transformed 
so that his body can never die again and 
so that he can share the eternal glory of 
God in his own divine splendor.  Mary is 
a paradigm for Christian living in that 
she shows us faithful discipleship which 
included suffering but always comes 
round to joy as we share in Christ’s 
victory over death. 

Life and death, joy and sorrow are 
all part of Christian living.  Jesus 
sanctified these profoundly human 
experiences by his own life, death and 
resurrection.  Mary shows us how to live 
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fully into these realities by her example 

of faithful trust in God.           †    

Parish News… 

 

 

 

Father Donald Lowery 

 
We will meet on all 

Sundays at 5:00 p.m.  at church  unless 

otherwise notified by email.†    

 
 

 

 

 

Father Donald Lowery 
 

Healing Service is at 7:00 p.m. on 
Wednesday, May 1 in the Parlor of the 
Hughes House. † 

 

Life  after  Life  

Father Donald Lowery 

Ever wonder what happens when 
we die?  It is one thing that can be 
counted on.  Some have even managed 
to evade taxes but no one evades death.  

In Lent we began to 
study a series of books 
about Near Death 
Experiences.  We had 
such an interesting time 
that a group of us have 
decided to continue that 
study into Eastertide.  In 
a way, that makes sense.  

Jesus ‘  resurrection brought eternal life 
to light.  What better subject to study in 
Easter than the possibility that Near 
Death Experiences may give us a brief 
but tantalizing glimpse into the life of 
the world to come.  

In May, the book group continues 
with Revealing Heaven: The Christian 

Case for Near-Death Experiences by the 
Rev’d John W. Price.  Father Price is an 
Episcopal Priest and longtime chaplain 
at St. Luke’s Hospital in Houston Texas.  
We will meet on May 8, 15 and 22 with 
Holy Communion at 5:00 and book 
group at 5:30.  Worship is in the church, 
book group then moves to the Ingle 
Women’s Parlor in the parish house.  If 
you cannot make the worship service, 
still drop in for the book group.  We end 
promptly at 6:00 to make room for Hand 
Bell Choir practice.  The book may be 

purchased at Wal-Mart.    †                                       

 

Progress disrupts Sunday 
School 

Father Donald Lowery 
 

New Bathrooms are under 
construction.  They will be handicapped 
accessible and on the same level as the 
Nave and Great Hall.  This is a major 
step forward for the church and 
combined with the recently completed 
ramp makes the entire main level of the 
church accessible to a person using a 
wheelchair or walker.  However, 
progress brings a disruption.  Children’s 
Sunday School was meeting in the very 
space now being subdivided into 
restrooms.  So, we have had to end 
Sunday School early.  However, we will 

resume at Summer’s end.  † 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Adult Forum Continues 

                Father Donald Lowery 

Adults will continue to meet until 
the end of May at 9:35 a.m. to explore 
the use of icons in Christian Spirituality.  
We will meet in the Ingle Ladies Parlor 
across the hall from the restroom 
construction site in the parish house.   † 

 

Altar Flowers        

          Frank Madigan 

 

 

 

 

 

                 

            There  are  still   many   dates   that   we  
need  altar flowers.   Please sign up  for  a  date 
on  the flower chart in the Tower.   Your   help 
is  needed .    † 

             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Betsy Seifert, President 

                The ECW will meet at 10 a.m. 
on Tuesday, May 28 in the Ladies 
Parlor.   Please join us !      † 
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The Tabitha Guild 

   Betsy Catlett (492-8223) &            
    Janet White (430-0187) 

 Tabitha will meet in May 
as usual (2nd and 4th Tuesdays  
at 10 a.m. in the Ladies' Par-
lor).  Remember that we will not 
be meeting during June, July and        
August!!     Have a great and 
relaxing Summer!   † 

4/28/2013 

Entrance  Hall 

Bathroom 1 

Bathroom 2 
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THE  BELL  TOWER 

 

Treasurer’s 
Report 

 Bob Nelson, Treasurer 
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THE  BELL  TOWER 

       Lucy Scott Tharrington 
Daughter of   

Cooper & Daniel Tharrington 
Baptized 4/7/2013 

Church of the Holy Inncents 

   
Samuel Oscar Goodwin 

Son of Fagan & James Goodwin 
Baptized 4/28/2013 

Church of the Holy Innocents 

            Nick Andrews 
Confirmed into  the  

 Church of the Holy Innocents 
4/17/2013 
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camps.  Donations can be made at the 
local restaurant on Dabney Drive.  Dona-
tions can also be made online at 
www.campcorral.org or by calling 1-855
-605-1267.  Make Memorial Day a tan-
gible act of thanksgiving.  Send a child 
from a military family that has suffered 
in the cause of freedom for the camping 
experience of a lifetime.  † 

May 2013       
Schedule of Events 

Choir Weekly Practice Schedule 

  Hand Bell Choir — Wed. at 6:00 PM            

Parish Choir      —  Mon. at 6:00 PM 

   

DAILY  MORNING  PRAYER 

Monday —Thursday (weekly) 

  7:30 AM,  Hughes House  
 
Wednesday –  May 1 

 7:00 PM, Healing Service  

                (Hughes House )                

Sunday –  May 5 

  8:00 AM, Holy Eucharist – Rite I 

  9:35 AM, Adult Learning Group 

10:30 AM, Holy Eucharist – Rite II 

12:30 PM, La Misa Servicio  

                   

Wednesday– May 8 

  3:00 PM, Nursing Home Ministry 

  5:00 PM, Communion/Book Study  
 
Sunday –  May 12 

 8:00 AM, Holy Eucharist – Rite I 

 9:35 AM, Adult Learning Group 

10:30 AM, Holy Eucharist – Rite II 

12:30 PM, La Misa Servicio  
 
Tuesday – May 14 

10:00 AM, Tabitha Guild  

                 (Ladies Parlor) 
 
Wednesday – May 15 

  5:00 PM, Communion/Book Study  

                 
Sunday –  May 19 

  8:00 AM, Holy Eucharist – Rite I 

  9:35 AM, Adult Learning Group 

10:30 AM, Holy Eucharist – Rite II 

12:30 PM, La Misa Servicio  

                   

Wednesday– May 22 

  3:00 PM, Nursing Home Ministry 

  5:00 PM, Communion/Book Study  
     
  Sunday –  May 26 

 8:00 AM, Holy Eucharist – Rite I 

 9:35 AM, Adult Learning Group 

10:30 AM, Holy Eucharist – Rite II 

12:30 PM, La Misa Servicio  

                   
Tuesday – May 28 

10:00 AM, ECW/Tabitha Guild  

                 (Ladies Parlor) 

All services are conducted in the 

Church, unless otherwise noted. 

June/July 
Newsletter items are due: 

May24th 
Thanks for your help!  

MJNELSON@nc.rr.com 
 

Printed copies of the newsletter are   
located in the Bell Tower for you if you 
have problems with email access and are 
also available to view and print from the 
church website: 
 
    www.churchoftheholyinnocents.org 

 
              Thanks for your support! 

 

COMMUNITY 

News… 

 

      

 
   

 

 
 

A Chance to Bless Those Who Serve 
Our Nation 

        Father Donald Lowery 

    I fear that we sometimes forget 
that we are still living in a time of war.  
Everyday men and women in our armed 
forces lay their lives on the line in defense  
of these United States and of Christian 
civilization itself.  Of course, the recent 
terrorism in Boston has reminded us of the 
dangers of this world, as have the terrorist 
plots that were foiled on recent weeks in 
Canada and Europe.  Freedom is not free, 
and that is no cliché my friends, but a real-
ity that we must never forget. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
May brings the beginning of the 

official Summer season with a solemn 
time of remembrance.  Memorial Day is 
not just a warm and pleasant day to grill 
out with friends.  It is a reminder of free-
dom’s cost and of the brave men and 
women who paid that cost.  It is not just 
those who are killed, wounded or disabled 
while serving our country.  Their families 
suffer as well.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We can help provide a blessing to 

the children of military personnel who 
have been wounded, disabled or killed.  
Golden Corral, a North Carolina based 
restaurant chain, partners with the 4-H 
Youth Development Group and the 
YMCA provide summer camp experience 
for the children of wounded, disabled and 
fallen military families in 15 different 
locations from coast to coast.  Our local 
Golden Corral is working to raise 
$4,000.00  to   help  send  kids to  these  

 

 

Church Usage 

SCHEDULE 
~Lower Hall~ 

 
MONDAY 

  AA                                 5:30 to 6:30 
  Cub Scout Pack            7:00 to 8:00 

      ( w/ Tommy)        
         

TUESDAY 
  AA                                 5:30 to 6:30                                 
  NA                             7:00 to 8:00

          
WEDNESDAY 

  NA                                 7:00 to 8:00 
 

FRIDAY 
  AA                            5:30 to 6:30 

 
SATURDAY 

  NA                  Noon 

 
NOTICE:  Our  church email address is 
hinnocents@centurylink.net.  Whenever 
your email address changes, please be 
sure to send your new address to the 
church so that we can update our records. 

http://www.campcorral.org
mailto:MJNELSON@nc.rr.com
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May Unified Serving Schedule 

 May Acolytes Crucifer 
Lay Reader / 

Chalice Bearer Ushers 
Altar 
Guild 

Lemonade/
Coffee Hour  

5 Mason Stewardson   Sam Long 
    8:00am - Richard Davis 
 10:30am - Tommy Roberson 

Mike Rainey             
Craig Clodfelter Mariana Davis 

Coffee Hour in      
the Great Hall 

12 Genie Parish        
Matthew Williamson 

William Parish 
    8:00am - Hut Wester 
  10:30am - Nancy Whitt 

Mike Rainey             
Craig Clodfelter Mariana Davis 

Coffee Hour in      
the Great Hall 

19 Lehman Ford   Uriah Ford 
    8:00am - Lucy Gray 
  10:30am - Tom Church 

Mike Rainey             
Craig Clodfelter Anora Rainey 

Coffee Hour in      
the Great Hall 

26 

 

Genie Parish        
William Parish 

 

  Matthew Williamson  
    8:00am - Steve Flannagan 
  10:30am - Ruth Hartness 

Mike Rainey             
Craig Clodfelter Anora Rainey 

Coffee Hour in      
the Great Hall 

Submitted by: Lucy Gray 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Kathleen Burwell ............................. 5/03 
Nancy Whitt .................................... 5/03 
Eleanor Betts ................................... 5/03 
Harry Collins ................................... 5/05 
Graham Ellis .................................... 5/06 
Steve Flannagan .............................. 5/07 
Helen Flannagan .............................. 5/07 
Dianne Floyd ................................... 5/08 
Ann Ellis .......................................... 5/10 
Barbara Hight .................................. 5/10 
Parkie Stewardson ........................... 5/10 
Betsy Catlett .................................... 5/18 
Peggy Mason ................................... 5/20 
Wade Bliss ...................................... 5/27 
Peggy Polak ..................................... 5/28 
Ernest Houle .................................... 5/29 
John Dow ........................................ 5/30 
 
 

Remember In     
 Your Prayers 

Pray for Healing and Comfort: 

Cynthia Shaw, Helen Church Miles, 
Trayce  Wheless,  Gracia Bobbitt,      
Barbara Colins, Staci Barnett, Virginia 
Wester, Harry Collins, Jean Tilley, Mary 
Ann Hill, Barbara Madigan,   Melody 
Shearin, Marie Young, Jan Strause, 
Frances Finney, Virginia Frank, Jim 
Ross, Carol Theodorou, Sam Parsons, 
Colt Moss, Lena Hogge, Bessie Edwards, 
Jane Fleming, Charlotte Sweeney, Mimi 
Adams, Carolyn Lowery, Belinda      
Catlett, Mary Shearin, Megan Bunn,  
Randy Palamar,  Marion Devoe, Rebecca 
Aiken, Dr. Beverly Tucker, Jan Camp-
bell, Pat Goard & Vivie Drake. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Griselle & Bobby Woodard……… 5/10 
Susan & Kirk Elliott ……………..  5/11 
Katherine & Scott Williamson ........ 5/15 
Betsy & Donald Seifert ................... 5/21 
Jean & Rick Palamar ....................... 5/25 
Sofia & Harrison Ford .................... 5/29 
 

 

 National Day of  Prayer                            
May 2,  2013  

 

 Ascension of the Lord                    
May 9,  2013  

 

 Mothers Day                          
May 12,  2013  

 

 Armed Forces Day    
May18,  2013  

 

 Memorial Day                    
May 27,  2013  

  BirthdaysBirthdays      AnniversariesAnniversaries    

  SpecialSpecial  DatesDates  



The Deacon’s   Bench 
          by the Rev. Harrel  Johnson 
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Have you got your garden planted yet?  In the community that I live in, this is a common salutation at this 
time of the year.  The responses that one hears to the question are varied. Some answer that they haven't had time, 
others blame the weather or evoke the almanac.  Eventually all will get something planted even if it is just one or 
two tomato plants.  You see, in my community planting a garden is a sign that you love the land and if you love the 
land, then you love God.  It is in some degree the fulfillment of one of God’s commandments “to be fruitful”, which 
is probably not what you necessarily thought that God meant. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

God does want us to be fruitful for the kingdom of God.  God wants us to till the soil of his kingdom, sow 
gospel seeds, and bring into his house the yield,  to plant a garden that will grow his kingdom. 

For God loves us, and desperately wants us to produce fruit for the kingdom. God craves a new Jerusalem, 
where all people live together in harmony, where peace and prosperity abound, where truth and justice reign. But 
God loves us nonetheless even though we have not yet achieved this state.  

God loves us so much that God just keeps on telling us that – in stories, in sermons, in our everyday experi-
ences. God loves us so much that he created us, and made this world for us to live in as his beloved friends. God 
loves us so much that he gave his only son to suffer death upon a cross. And God loves us so much that he made 
sure that this rejection, this defeat, was not the end of the story. God loves us so much that the end of the story is yet 
to come, and it is more glorious and wonderful than we can imagine or understand. 

God’s story and our stories are not over yet. There is still time for change, still 
time for new plot lines, still time to introduce new characters. There is still time to 
plant a new garden.   

The story of salvation is not like a fairy tale; they always end with everyone living “happily ever after.” But 
our lives are pretty rarely like that. Sometimes, then, knowing that the story is not yet over can be very good news 
indeed. Have you got your garden planted yet?  
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The Church of the Holy Innocents 

  

  

 

 

 

 

All are welcome to join us as 

we joyfully greet each person present at our worship. 

May our love and respect for one another be 

steady and true as we strive to follow Christ our Lord..  

  


