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from the Rector       

The Rev. Donald Lowery  

Holy Week 
 

Christians remembered with great 
devotion the days of Our Lord’s suffering 
and death.  There is some archeological 
evidence to indicate that soon after the 
destruction of Jerusalem by the Romans 
that Christians were coming to the ruins to 
seek out the location of the empty tomb to 
offer their prayers and thanksgivings for 
God’s mighty acts that redeem us from sin 
and death.  Of course, during times of 
persecution and danger, Christians offered 
such acts of devotion in secret and 
probably at night.  

When the Roman Emperor 
Constantine converted to Christianity what 
was done in secret and in the fear of 
persecution and death could come out into 
the light of day.  Helena, the mother of the 
Emperor Constantine was already 

Christian at the time of her son’s 
conversion and she embraced the new 
freedom for her faith with what can only 
be described as Royal enthusiasm.  
Backed by the full faith and credit of the 
Roman Imperial Treasury she set off for 
the Roman Province of Palestine to locate 
the scenes of the great moments in Jesus’ 
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 UPCOMING 

CHURCH  EVENTS 

Mark Your Calendar 
 

 
  HOLY WEEK & EASTER 
             
        March 20 -  Palm Sunday  
        March 24 -  Maundy Thursday 
        March 25 -  Good Friday 
        March 27 -  Easter Sunday 
         (Service details on page 2.) 
 
 COMMUNITY HOLY WEEK  
 SERVICES 
 
         March 21 - March  25 
         The Church of the Holy Innocents 
         (Noon services followed by lunch)  
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ministry and mark those places with 
churches.  The Church of the Nativity in 
Bethlehem was built during this flurry of 
construction and is the only Constantinian 
Church  to have  survived  intact.  The 
Church of the Holy Sepulcher was built at 
Helena’s command but has so suffered 
the ravages of war and earth quake with 
subsequent reconstruction and repair that 
very little is left of what she had 
constructed.  However, she is the one 
who found the empty tomb and the hill of 
Crucifixion and had the spots marked 
with a huge church that offered pilgrims a 
place of splendor to offer their prayers. 

With their holy sites secure and 
marked with churches, it quickly became 
the custom of Christians in the Holy Land 
to recreate what the gospels record as the 
events of the last week of Jesus earthly 
ministry.  Pilgrims visiting the Holy Land 
during Holy Week brought home stories 
about what they had seen and done and 
began to attempt to recreate in their own 
parish churches the experiences they had 
in Jerusalem.  It is from these attempts to 
recreate what early pilgrims did in 
Jerusalem that our observances of Holy 
Week evolved. 

We too journey with Jesus through 
the last week of his life.  We too attempt 
to absorb the remarkable and stupendous 
events which purchased our salvation, 
bringing us the forgiveness of sins, the 
hope of eternal life and a godly example 
for courageous and holy living during our 
mortal lives.  These services are some of 
the most deeply moving liturgies in our 
church and have the power to point us to 
Jesus in ways that transform our lives. 

This year, along with our usual 
services, we host the Community Holy 
Week Services again.  This is an 
opportunity to gather with fellow 
Christians to remember the most 
important thing we have in common, our 
faith in Jesus and our assurance of 
redemption through his suffering, death 
and resurrection.  Please plan to attend as 
many of these services as possible.  A list 
of Holy Week services may be found 
after this article.† 

  
      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Easter Sunday is wonderfully 
busy as  we  celebrate  the  Resurrection  
of  the Lord.  The first service is          
the Easter Vigil,  a Sunrise Service        
at  6:00 a.m. at  Old  St. John’s,  in 
Williamsboro.  Beginning in darkness, 
the service starts with a symbolic Easter 
Fire and procession through the old 
cemetery.  After moving indoors, we 
remember the story of our salvation by 
God’s saving acts on behalf of humanity.  
Because the building sits on an East-
West orientation, sunlight gradually 
begins to stream through the windows; a 
reminder that Jesus is the Light of the 
world.   We will then have three services 
at Holy Innocents which are: 

  8:00 a.m.   Holy Communion                  
10:30 a.m.   Sung Holy Communion     
12:30 p.m.   La Misa Servicio     † 

  

Wednesday Communion 

                

     The Rev. Donald  Lowery 

The Wednesday Communion 
Services will continue in March with 
supper after our worship.  The services 
are at 5:30 p.m. and supper will follow at 
approximately  6:10 p.m.  If you cannot 
make the service, still come join us for 
supper.  The supper is the program with 
an emphasis on good, old fashioned 
Christian fellowship.   

There is no supper during Holy 
Week because we’ll have our hands    
full  hosting the Community Services, 
blessing though these services are!      † 

 
Tabitha Guild                              

 Janet White, Betsy Catlett  

& Margaret Williamson 

Until further notice, Tabitha Guild 
will be meeting at Janet’s house at our 
regular times.   † 

 

Parish News… 

                                                            

 

 

The Rev. Donald  Lowery 

The Church of the Holy Innocents 
will host the Community Holy Week 
Services this year.  The services will 
begin at noon and be followed by lunch in 
the Lower Hall at 12:30 p.m.  The 
preaching schedule was not firm as of 
press time, however, Fr. Lowery will 
preach on Holy Monday with lunch 
provided by our own parish.  The Rev 
Keith Benze will preach Tuesday with 
First Presbyterian Church providing 
lunch.  The theme this year is “Characters 
at the Cross” and will explore the various 
characters involved in the last hours of 
Jesus’ earthly life.  I will be preaching on 
the Wife of Pilate. 

 

 

 

Maundy Thursday Service begins 
at 7:00 p.m. in the church.  Again this 
service shifts between joy and sorrow.  
We remember Jesus’ great commandment 
that we love one another as he has loved 
us.  We celebrate the first Lord’s Supper 
or Holy Communion and so the altar is 
vested in festal white.  However,  as the 
service ends, the Sacrament is reserved 
for Communion on Good Friday and the 
Altar is solemnly stripped of all hangings 
to remind us that Jesus leaves that Upper 
Room to go to the Garden of Gethsemane 
and betrayal by one of his own disciples. 

 

 

 

Good Friday has two services in 
the parish church.  At 3:00 p.m., the 
traditional hour of Jesus’ death, we gather 
for Stations  of  the Cross.   At 7:00 p.m. 
we gather for the Proper Liturgy for Good 
Friday with communion distributed from 
the reserved sacrament. 
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Betsy Seifert, President 

We will be meeting on Tuesday, 
March 15th at 10:00 a.m. instead of on the 
4th Tuesday due to conflict with Holy 
Week activities.  We plan to tie up  loose 
ends for the Holy Week  lunch we are 
preparing for Monday, March 21st in the 
Lower Hall.   Please plan to join us!!   †   
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    The Rev. Donald  Lowery 

    

The Youth Group will meet every 
Sunday in March except Easter Day.  I am 
going to take a long nap after so many  
wonderful services!   † 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
March 2016 
Schedule of Events 

 
 

Choir  Weekly Practice Schedule 

  Hand Bell Choir — Wed, at 6:00 PM 

  Parish Choir     —   Sun. at 9:00 AM 
 

DAILY  MORNING  PRAYER 

Monday -  Thursday (weekly) 
    7:30 AM,  TBD 
 

Wednesday – March 2 

    5:30 PM, Holy Communion 
    6:10 PM, Lasagna Supper (Lower Hall)    
     
Sunday –  March 6 

    8:00 AM, Holy Eucharist – Rite I 
  10:30 AM, Holy Eucharist – Rite II 
  12:30 PM, La Misa Servicio  
  

  Wednesday – March 9 

   5:30 PM, Holy Communion                    
   6:10 PM, Chicken Tetrazzini Supper             
          (Lower Hall)  
  
Sunday –  March 13 

   8:00 AM, Holy Eucharist – Rite I 
 10:30 AM, Holy Eucharist – Rite II 
 12:30 PM, La Misa Servicio  
 

Wednesday – March 16 

    5:30 PM,  Holy Communion 
    6:10 PM,  Sub Sandwiches Supper  
            (Lower Hall) 
 
Sunday –  March 20 (Palm Sunday) 
    8:00 AM, Holy Eucharist – Rite I 
  10:30 AM, Holy Eucharist—Rite II 
  12:30 PM, Misa por  Pascua     
 

Wednesday – March 23 

    5:30 PM, Holy Communion 
 
 
Thursday - March 24 (Maundy Thurs) 

        7:00 PM, Holy Communion with 
                        solemn stripping of the Altar 

Friday - March 25 (Good Friday) 

   3:00 PM, Stations of the Cross 
       7:00 PM, Liturgy w/ Communion  

  Sunday –  March 27 (Easter) 

    6:00 AM, Sunrise Service - St. John’s 
    8:00 AM, Holy Eucharist – Rite I 
  10:30 AM, Sung Holy Eucharist 
  12:30 PM, Misa por  Pascua     
   

 Wednesday – March 30 

    5:30 PM, Holy Communion 
 
All services  are  conducted  in  the 
Church, unless otherwise noted. 

Altar Guild News                                                                              
           Shirley Young, Chairman 

It’s time to order memorial and honorary lilies for Easter.  An order 
blank has been included.  Please return these by March 18th.    

Altar Guild members will meet on Saturday, March 19th at 9:30 a.m. to 
make palm crosses for Palm Sunday.   The church will be decorated for 
Easter on Saturday, March 26th at 9:30 a.m.  Please come and help! 
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April 
Newsletter items are 

due: 

March 28th 
 

Please  email news  items to: 
MJNELSON@nc.rr.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEW  FUNDS  UPDATE 
 

The Vestry established two new funds in 2015 and they are listed as follows: 
 

DAVIS  FACILITIES  FUND 
 

The Fund was established in 2015 using the remaining funds collected from the  
Legacy Pledge Fund that was established in 2008.  The funds are kept in the EDNC 
Common Trust.  A Davis Committee is to be established by the Vestry consisting of 
the Senior Warden, Junior Warden, and three additional parishioners who serve stag-
gered three year terms.  The fund income is to be used for maintenance and capital 
expenditures as needed. 
 

HENRY  A.  ROSS  MUSIC  FUND 
 

The Fund was established in 2015 from funds left to the church upon the death of 
Mr. Ross.  Mr. Ross was Music Director and organist for many years.  Funds previ-
ously residing in a Hand Bell Fund were merged into this fund.  The funds are kept 
in the EDNC  Common Trust.  A Ross Committee is to be established by the Vestry 
consisting of the Senior Warden, Junior Warden, and three additional parishioners 
who serve staggered three year terms.  The fund income is to be used for mainte-
nance or repair of musical instruments, repair or replacement of vestments, sheet or 
recorded music, special music programs.  The payment of the salary and benefits of 
the organist, other music directors, or musicians may be paid by this fund as        
approved by the Vestry. 

 

 
Treasurer’s Report 

 Bob Nelson, Treasurer 

 

VESTRY News ...  

  

Parish Life Committee 

                      Margaret Williamson 
& Tracy Madigan  

After the 5:30 p.m. Holy Commun-
ion Services on  March 2nd, 9th, and 16th , 

we  will  have a meal in  the Lower  Hall.            

The menus are as follows: 

3/ 2 - Lasagna/salad/bread/fruit/
          drinks/dessert 

3/ 9 -  Chicken Tetrazzini/salad/
           bread/fruit/drinks/dessert 

 3/16 - Sub Sandwiches/chips/fruit 
           drinks/dessert    

     We hope you will plan to attend 
and enjoy a good meal  and  fellowship.   

 

FYI:  If  you  would  like to  help  prepare         

a  meal,  contact  Margaret  Williamson  at  

438-5703  or Tracy Madigan at 432-7126    † 

 

Yolanda Yoder 

It was a super Souper Bowl !   

 Thank you for a super Souper 
bowl.  With your generosity, the youth has 
more than surpassed their goal in money 
and canned goods for the ACTS soup 
kitchen on Souper Bowl Sunday!   As  
donations still come in, the final tally is 
still growing both for Holy Innocents and 
the National Souper Bowl of Caring.  The 
youth are now trying to   organize an  after 
school presentation to ACTS.  We will 
keep you posted.  † 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

                              Marsha Nelson  

 

 

If you are interested  in   applying 
for a 2016-2017 church  scholarship  for 
college, you need to  contact Susie  Pahl 
in our  church  office for an  application  
or you can download the form from  our 
church website at: 

(www.churchoftheholyinnocents.org).  

 The  scholarship  link  is  located 
under   the  program  tab.    If   you  are  
currently   receiving a Wolfe  Scholar-
ship, you will  receive a renewal appli-
cation  form  via email  in  April.   The 
renewal form is also available  to down-
load from our church website. 

Completed applications are due 
back to the church office or via return 
email  by the May 1 deadline.  The 
Scholarship Committee will meet in 
May to select recipients for next year.  † 

  

mailto:MJNELSON@nc.rr.com
http://www.churchoftheholyinnocents.org/


 

 
 
 
 

  
   In the coming week, churches around the world will undergo a transformation of sorts, as the liturgical 
calendar moves from the season after Epiphany to the season of Lent. Our praise-filled shouts of “Alleluia!” will 
give way to Lent’s solemn petition, “Lord have mercy.” Many churches will retire their finest brass and festive 
hangings in favor of simpler and more contemplative fixtures. And the lectionary will lead us down from the 
mountaintop where the transfigured Christ is revealed in glory, through the valley of the shadow of death, and 
ultimately to Jerusalem where the cross and tomb await. 

Lent weighs heavily on us. It urges us to recall the suffering and death of our Lord. So, in many ways, we 
arrive at this final Sunday before Lent with a mix of anticipation and anxiety, a combination of joy and dread. It is 
no accident, then, that every year on this Sunday, we hear again the story of Christ’s transfiguration on the moun-
taintop because, at the heart of this story, we find these all-too-familiar feelings: anticipation diluted by anxiety 
and joy thinned by dread. 

Luke’s Gospel tells us that Jesus summons Peter, James, and John to the mountaintop. Without getting our 
contextual bearings, we may be tempted to believe that the chosen disciples happily agreed and gleefully followed 
Jesus without reservation. However, we must recall that just a few verses earlier in chapter 9, Jesus tells the disci-
ples that he must undergo great suffering, be rejected, killed, and then rise from the dead. 

“If any want to become my followers,” Jesus says, “let them deny themselves and take up their cross daily 
and follow me. For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will 
save it.” As Peter, James, and John journey with Jesus to the mountaintop, they are forced to come to grips with 
the horrifying truth that Jesus, their beloved friend and leader, must suffer and die! 

The disciples had heard God say, “This is my Son, my chosen; listen to him!” So instead of running and 
telling the world what they had seen on the mountain, what if they chose instead to obey; to be silent so they 
could listen? 

In a world bustling with noise and chaos, where words and rhetoric are shouted with impunity, stirring up 
fear and angst, perhaps this is the word from the Lord that we need to hear. 

Amidst all of the joys and heartbreaks of the world; in the face of all of the delight and despair that sur-
rounds us; and despite all of the things we know and can never know, God beckons us, ever so gently: Listen.  
Imagine for a moment, what the world might look like if we listened—not in preparation to respond, but in order 
to understand. 

What might our politics look like if we listened more and argued less? What might our schools look like if 
we taught our children how to listen as intently and deliberately as we taught them how to speak and to write? 
And what might our churches look like if we listened intently for the voice of God from those who differ from us?  

In his book, Bread for the Journey, the Catholic priest and theologian Henri J.M. Nouwen writes: 

“To listen is very hard, because it asks of us so much interior stability that we no longer need to prove our-
selves by speeches, arguments, statements, or declarations. True listeners no longer have an inner need to make 
their presence known. They are free to receive, to welcome, to accept… The beauty of listening is that, those who 
are listened to start feeling accepted, start taking their words more seriously and discovering their own true 
selves. Listening is a form of spiritual hospitality by which you invite strangers to become friends, to get to know 
their inner selves more fully, and even to dare to be silent with you.”[1] 

As our Lenten journey approaches, and the chaos of the world presses in with voices of despair clanging in 
our ears, may we remember how to listen. For it is in listening that we truly hear one another. 

And it is in listening that we hear the voice of God. Amen     † 

March 2016 
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  March 2016 

 

The Deacon’s Bench 
                by the Rev. Harrel  Johnson 

http://episcopaldigitalnetwork.com/stw/2016/01/20/listening-for-god-last-epiphany-2016/#_ftn1
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Annette Roberson ........................... 3/01 
Mary Beth Parish ............................ 3/04 
Sarah Rose Parish ........................... 3/04 
John Stevenson …………………. . 3/04 
Caroline Burnette……………….. . 3/06 
Robin Scott Williams ……………..3/08 
Barbara Madigan............................. 3/15 
Jordan Williamson .......................... 3/22 
Mildred Kimball ............................. 3/23 
William Parish ................................ 3/28 
Hunter Roberson   ………...……....3/29 
Linda Shaw  ….…..…………….....3/31 
 
 

 
 
  
 

 
Mildred & D. Boyd Kimball ........... 3/01 
Annette & Tommy Roberson .......... 3/26 

  BirthdaysBirthdays    Remember In     
 Your Prayers 

Pray for Healing and Comfort: 

. 
 

 

  AnniversariesAnniversaries    

  SpecialSpecial  DatesDates  

      Maundy Thursday 

        March 24, 2016 

      Good Friday 

        March 25, 2016 

      Holy Saturday 

        March 26, 2016 

      Easter Sunday 

        March 27, 2016 

       Ann Bliss                          3/06 

       Lisa Miravalle                   3/13 

        Jean & Rick Palamar       3/20 

       Parham Family                  3/24 

       Good Friday                      3/25 
 
       Katherine & Bob Kittrell   3/27 

MAUNDY THURSDAY 

GOOD FRIDAY 

EASTER SUNDAY 

PALM SUNDAY 

   March Unified Serving Schedule                                                     

~ COFFEE WILL BE SERVED IN THE GREAT HALL AFTER THE 10:30 AM SERVICE  ~ 

MAR             
  

6  Chap Burnette   
Beau Burnette 

Lehman Ford 
8:00 am - Bob Nelson  

10:30 am - Ruth Hartness 

R.G. Young 
Cole Whitt 
Richard Davis 
A.C.  Gray 

  

Shirley 
Young 

Margaret 
Willliamson 
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Brennan Olmert  
Tucker Olmert   

Uriah Ford 
8:00 am - Rick Palamar  
10:30 am - NancyWhitt 

R.G. Young 
Cole Whitt 
Richard Davis 
A.C.  Gray 

Mariana  
Davis 

Anne Almand 

20  

 

Ethan Holloway     
Sarah Rose  Parish 

 

Mary Beth Parish        
8:00 am - Hut Wester  

10:30 am - Richard Davis 
    

 
R.G. Young 
Cole Whitt 
Richard Davis 
A.C.  Gray 

Mariana  
Davis 

Richard Davis 

24  LC Olmert     
Mary  Beth Parish 

Sarah Rose Parish 
7:00 pm -  Lucy Gray 

 
 Mariana  

Davis 
 

25   AJ Holloway 

3:00pm -Stations-of the Cross    

7:00 pm - Liturgy for Good              
Friday 

 Mariana  
Davis 

 

27 AJ Holloway  
(Book) 

Jason Elliott  
Ethan Holloway  

Sarah Rose Parish  
Mary Beth Parish  

William Parish  
(6:00 am)      

Genie Parish  
(10:30 am) 

6:00 am  TBD 

8:00 am - Lucy Gray 

10:30 am – Nick Long 

 
R.G. Young 
Cole Whitt 
Richard Davis 
A.C.  Gray 

  

 Anora Rainey John Foster 

NOTE:   IF YOU ARE SCHEDULED TO LAYREAD AND HAVE A CONFLICT, PLEASE CONTACT YOUR OWN  
REPLACEMENT AND NOTIFY THE CHURCH OFFICE.  

  Altar FlowersAltar Flowers  

vestry 
greeter 

altar 
guild ushers 

layreader/ 
chalice bearer crucifer acolytes bearers 

Cynthia Shaw, Trayce Wheless,     
Barbara Collins, Staci Barnett,  Hazel 
Peck, Barbara Madigan, Mary Ann 
Hill,   Melody Shearin,  Carolyn Low-
ery,  Mary Shearin, Meghen Bunn, 
Vivie Drake, Francis Saunders, Lisa 
Adcock,  C.G. Williams, Bobby 
Woodward, Bettie Cooper, Griselle 
Woodward,   Graham Shearin, Rorin 
Platt, Tommy Greenway, Al Thomp-
son, Hannah Youngblood, Marshall 
Cooper, Veneal Williams, Janet White,  
Johnny Foster, Tracy Clawson, Jo 
Cawthorne, Nancy Rogers and Ethan 
Cormier.  
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  Order of John Eaton Acolytes 
 
Uriah Ford                                                 Genie Parish 
William Parish                                         AJ Holloway 
Matthew Williamson                              Lehman Ford 

Shrove Tuesday 
   Pancake Supper 



The Church of the Holy Innocents 

  

  

  

 

 

 

All are welcome to join us as 

we joyfully greet each person present at our worship. 

May our love and respect for one another be 

steady and true as we strive to follow Christ our Lord..  

  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PHONE: 252-492-0904 
E-MAIL: hinnocents@centurylink.net  
 

THE CHURCH OF THE HOLY INNOCENTS 
210 South Chestnut Street 
Henderson, NC 27536 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 


