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from the Rector       

The Rev. Donald Lowery  

2012 
 

I remember with great amusement 

the turn from 1999 to 2000.  A few 

overconfident and zealous computer 

experts predicted that glitches in the 

internal date and time measuring systems 

of countless computers would cause a 

massive failure of computers all around 

the world. We were warned that banking 

computers might fail, that computers that 

helped operate power plants would shut 

down, that we would be cast back into 

the dark ages until these multitudinous 

computer errors were fixed. These same 

doomsayers suggested we stockpile non-

perishable food and withdraw money 

from the bank. Some even suggested we 

convert cash to gold against a possible 

economic crash.  One of my parish 

families in South Carolina actually spent 

hundreds of dollars stocking supplies for 

the coming computer driven apocalypse.  

I even fell back on my traditional plan 

for disasters, peanut butter, saltine 

crackers and some corned beef in a can. 

The year 2000 came but the 

apocalypse did not.  Over a period of a 

few weeks, I ate my peanut butter and 

crackers and gave the corned beef to the 

local hunger prevention agency.  My 

erstwhile parishioners found themselves 

stuck with hundreds of pounds of canned 

food items.  They had more than they 

could possibly eat in a timely manner.  

So there was great rejoicing at the 

aforementioned hunger prevention 

agency and at the local Salvation Army 

as they received hundreds of dollars 

worth of canned food donated by this 

zealous family. 

There are various pundits 

predicting the world, as we know it, is 

going to end in the year 2012.  Even Dan 

Brown, of The DaVinci Code fame, in 

his newest novel, The Lost Symbol, 

predicts that the world as we know it 

will be transformed, though not 

destroyed, in 2012.  We have two years 

to get ready for disaster and destruction 

in a scale hitherto unseen by human 

eyes, or for the world to be transformed 

into something new and never before 

seen in human history. One way or 

another, these folks would have us 

believe that the end is upon this.  These 

apocalyptic nightmares or visions of 

renewal are supposedly coming because 

the Mayan Calendar ends in 2012. 

The Mayans built a great 

civilization in Mesoamerica.  The ruins 

of their great cities remain among the 

wonders of the world.  The created an 

alphabet to record their language and 
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w e r e  s k i l l e d  a s t r o n o m e r s , 

mathematicians and architects.  

Combining these sciences they built 

observatories and made accurate 

measurements of the movements of the 

planets, which enabled them to build a 

calendar of remarkable accuracy. . 

However, I find no evidence that this 

made the Mayans the final arbiters of 

human destiny. 

All Calendars are to some degree 

arbitrary.  People, often political or 

religious leaders, pick a date of 

significance within their given culture 

from which to count time.   

 

Ancient Romans dated events 

from either the founding of the City of 

Rome, or from the regnal year of the 

emperor.  Christians count time forward 

and backwards from the birth of Jesus.  

Curiously, the monks who created this 

calendar actually got the date of Jesusô 

Birth wrong, so we have to deal with 

historical anomaly that the date of Jesusô 

birth falls in the ñB.C.ò that is Before 

Christ time zone.  Since Calendars and 

dating systems are arbitrary human 

creations, no calendar of any culture can 

be used to predict the end of the world. 

Ultimately, all human history is in 

the hands of God.  This may actually 

seem like bad news to those who like to 

predict the future, for God has not 

chosen to tell us much about what is to 

come.  For the Christian believer, this is 

good news.  If all time is in the hands of 

God, then we know that whatever 

comes, God is already there, waiting for 

us.  While we cannot predict the shape of 

the year 2010 as it begins, or of 2012 

when it arrives we know that if the news 

be bad, God will be with us to strengthen 

us to do what we have to do.  If the news 

be good, we will take it as the blessing 

that God has sent to his people.  Our 

final destiny is to share with God in 

eternal life and to reign as priests and 

kings with Jesus Christ our Lord in the 

new life that comes at the resurrection.  

This depends on no arbitrary ending of a 

calendar, but on Godôs faithful promise 

to his people.  À 

 

ñStationary Timeò 

 

We are frequently thinking  

That timeôs running fast.  

The present seems fleeting  

And soon becomes past  

 

But time is a measurement  

Standing quite still.  

Itôs we who are moving ð  

Or stopped, by our will.  

 

                                   ðPeggy Ferrell  
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Father  Donald  Lowery 

 Youth Group will meet on 

January 3, 10, 24 and 31.  At the January 

3 meeting we will set a tentative date to 

go paintballing.  We will not meet on 

January 17.    À 
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Healing Service 

                   Father  Donald  Lowery 

Our monthly healing service will 

be held on January 13 at 7:00 p.m. in the 

parlor of the Hughes House.  À 

 

 

The Book Study Group Resumes 

                                   Father  Donald  Lowery 

Our study of Uncommon Virtues: 

Christ like Responses to a Hostile World 

resumes on January 20th at 7:00 p.m..   

We will look at the ways in which 

our responses to an increasingly secular 

world can bear witness to our faith in 

Christ Jesus.   À                                         

                                                                     

Diocesan Convention 

                               Church Office 
 

Diocesan Convention will meet 

on January 22 and 23 in Winston-Salem, 

NC.   Please keep us in your prayers as 

we take counsel together for the good of 

our common life as a diocese.  À 

 

 

 

 

Is your 2009 Pledge Up To 

Dateé?    

If not, please reach out to 

the Church Office or the Church 

Treasurer so they may close out 

the 2009 budget in preparation 

for the January vestry meeting.        

Thank you. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Annual   Stewardship Campaign 

                                       Craig Clodfelter 

    As of this writing (mid 

December) a number of pledges have not 

come in, so we are still working toward 

our 2010 annual budget goal of 

$262,000. We will have a better picture 

of our revenue goal by the end of the 

month. While the Capital Campaign has 

been very well supported (see below), it 

is the annual pledges and giving that 

support our day-to-day ministries and 

programs. 

Of course, pledging is a very 

personal decision and many factors often 

must be considered. If, once all such 

considerations have been made and if 

you have not yet made a pledge and are 

able to do so, please make that a high 

priority, prayerful decision. We are in 

economically difficult times; so please 

understand, we are not asking, nor would 

we want, anyone to make a pledge that 

threatened their own financial security.  

As mentioned, our Building on 

the Legacy Capital Campaign has been 

well supported and, for that, we are most 

grateful to God and you. Thanks to your 

generosity we have received over 

$600,000 in the Legacy Campaignéwell 

on the way to our stretch goal of 

$750,000.  

Thank you for supporting all the 

good works that óHoly Innocents is 

doing and all those whom we are 

helping.   À 
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January 2010       
Schedule of Events  

Choir  Weekly Practice Schedule  

  Childrenôs Choir ð Wed. at 3:15 PM 
  Hand Bell Choir ð Wed, at 6:00 PM 
  Parish Choir   ð   Thurs. at 7:30 PM 
 

DAILY  MORNING  PRAYER  

Monday ðThursday (weekly)  
  7:30 AM,  Hughes House  
 
Friday -  January 1  
*Feast of the Holy Name of Jesus* 
10:30 AM, Holy Eucharist 

 
Sunday ï  January 3  

  8:00 AM, Holy Eucharist ï Rite I 
  9:35 AM, Adult Learning Group 
10:30 AM, Holy Eucharist ï Rite II 
 

Wednesday ï  January 6  

  7:00 PM,  The Feast of the Epiphany 

 
Sunday ï  January 10  

 *Feast of the Baptism of our Lord*  
  8:00 AM, Holy Eucharist ï Rite I 
  9:35 AM, Adult Learning Group 
10:30 AM, Holy Eucharist ï Rite II 
        (Service includes chanting) 
12:30 PM, La Misa Servicio ï  
                  Santa Eucharistia                
 
Tuesday ï  January 12  

 10:00 AM, Tabitha Guild (Ladies Parlor) 
 

Wednesday ï  January 13  

   3:00 PM, Nursing Home Ministry 
   7:00 PM, Healing Service   
                      (Hughes House) 
 
Sunday ï  January 17  

  8:00 AM, Holy Eucharist ï Rite I 
  9:35 AM, Adult Learning Group 
10:30 AM, Holy Eucharist ï Rite II 

 
    Sunday ï  January 24  

  8:00 AM, Holy Eucharist ï Rite I 
  9:35 AM, Adult Learning Group 
10:30 AM, Holy Eucharist ï Rite II 
12:30 PM, La Misa Servicio ï  
                  Santa Eucharistia                
 
 Tuesday ï  January 26  

  10:00 AM, Tabitha Guild (Ladies Parlor) 
                       ECW  
 

Wednesday ï  January 27  

    3:00 PM, Nursing Home Ministry 
  

    Sunday ï  January 31  

    8:00 AM, Holy Eucharist ï Rite I 

    9:35 AM, Adult Learning Group 

  10:30 AM, Holy Eucharist ï Rite II 
 
All services  are  conducted  in  the 
Church, unless otherwise noted.  

February  
 

 

 

 

 January 20th  
Please  submit any      

newsletter  items either to the       

church office or e-mail them to  

MJNELSON@nc.rr.com 

Thanks for your support! 

 

ATTENTION 

Annual 

Stewardship  

Campaign 

News 

mailto:MJNELSON@nc.rr.com

