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from the Rector       

The Rev. Donald Lowery  

At Just the Right Time 
 

The world into which Jesus of 
Nazareth was born was a place of 
paradox and tension.  In many ways it 
was not unlike the world in which we 
live today.  It was a world in which 
peace and violence stood in 
juxtaposition.  The Romans by brute 
force of arms had forced most of the 
Mediterranean basin into one empire that 
was mostly at peace.  I say “mostly” 
because there were at least two areas 
where conflict would still break out.  
One was along the northern frontier 
where Germanic Tribes pushed against 
the borders of the empire from time to 
time.  The other area of conflict was, as 
you might guess, in the east.  From 
outside the empire the Persians, the 
ancestors of the modern Iranians, 
periodically fought the Romans for 

control over trade routes and territory.  
Within the empire the areas of Galilee 
and Judea were restless.  Some Jews 
accepted forced incorporation into the 
Roman Empire as a necessary evil to be 
endured until God brought redemption.  
Jewish Zealots engaged in acts of 
violence and terrorism against the Roman 
occupiers in the hopes of driving them 
out of the Holy Land.  Jesus will die a 
Roman death because they were afraid he 
might use his following to foment 
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ADVENT  &  CHRISTMAS ADVENT  &  CHRISTMAS 
SERVICESSERVICES  

  in addition to normal Sunday schedule:in addition to normal Sunday schedule:   

 ADVENT LESSONS & CAROLSADVENT LESSONS & CAROLS 
                Old St. John’s, Williamsboro  

        Sunday, December 20 at 5:00 p.m. 
  

 CHRISTMAS  EVE  SERVICESCHRISTMAS  EVE  SERVICES 
                        --  Thursday,  December 24 Thursday,  December 24 -- 
                  4:30 p.m. Misa in Espanol 
         6:00 p.m. Early Christmas Eve 
                        (Children’s Homily) 
       10:30 p.m. Christmas Carols 
       11:00 p.m. Christmas Eve  Service              
         (Sung Service with Incense) 
 

  CHRISTMAS  DAY  SERVICECHRISTMAS  DAY  SERVICE  
                            --  Friday, December 25 Friday, December 25 --  
                10:30 a.m. Quiet Service   
 

  NEW YEAR’S  DAY  SERVICENEW YEAR’S  DAY  SERVICE  
                            --  Friday, January 1Friday, January 1--  
                10:30 a.m. Holy Communion          
              (for the  Feast of the 
              Holy  Name  of  Jesus)   

December Birthdays  

     and Anniversaries 

Remember in Your Prayers 

Special Dates 

Unified Serving Schedule 

 Treasurer’s Report... 

 ECW Holiday Food Fair… 
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rebellion though he taught a message of 
peace.  Roughly 30 years after our 
Lord’s Death and Resurrection, open 
war will break out, first in Galilee and 
then in Judea.  This war will be an act of 
rebellion against Rome, but it will also 
be a civil war as Jews who rebelled 
against the Empire fought Jews who 
were willing to accept Roman rule.  It 
was a brutal fight to the finish which 
resulted in the slaughter of hundreds and 
thousands (perhaps even millions) of 
Jews, the scattering of Jewish survivors 
all over the Empire and the world and 
the catastrophic destruction of Jerusalem 
and the Jewish Temple which was one of 
the wonders of the world.   

The Paradox was that despite the 
violence mentioned above, much of the 
Roman world was at peace.  The warfare 
was mostly on the fringes.  The central 
core boasted ocean routes swept free of 
pirates and policed by the Roman Navy.  
Excellent roads linked the entire 
Mediterranean Basin facilitating both 
trade and communication.  While there 
were periodic problems with brigandage, 
the Romans tended to hunt such robbers 
into the hills and when they caught them 
they killed them.  Justice was sure, swift 
and generally fatal for law breakers.   

It was because of this paradox of 
peace and violence within the same 
empire that Christianity came to be.  
Galilee and Judea were restless so that 
the Temple authorities, who generally 
cooperated with the Romans and the 
Romans themselves, could come to see 
the teacher Jesus with his band of 
followers as a threat worthy of death.  
Yet, because most of the empire was at 
peace, the Apostles, after the 
resurrection could travel the sea and the 
roads in relative safety preaching the 
Good News of Jesus Christ.  So it was  
the Message of Jesus that spread quickly 
from Jerusalem to Rome and points 
beyond.  

Given the events of terrorism that 
happened just about the time I am 
writing (mid-November) it may seem 
like a lie, but in truth, our world is 
mostly at peace.  Various allied nations 
police the travel routes on land, air and 
sea to make them as safe as possible.  
Most of the wars in our world are in out 
of the way places and in all those places 
people of good will are striving, 
sometimes at great danger to themselves, 
to bring peace.  The Middle East remains 
a fountain of instability and terrorism.  

Sadly, that terrorism has a dreadful 
capacity to burst out in places all over the 
world, carried by people motivated by 
hate, ignorance and fanaticism.  These 
terrorists would destroy the very 
institutions that have made our world a 
better and more peaceful place. 

Our world is mostly at peace, even 
in a time of terrorism and this gives us 
opportunities.  People are moving around 
all over the world.  Some seek to escape 
war and terrorism in the Middle East.  
Some long for economic opportunity.  We 
have more people of different ethnic 
backgrounds moving and mixing than has 
been seen since the days of the Roman 
Empire.  As we bump into people 
different from ourselves, we have an 
opportunity to spread the love of God 
revealed in Jesus his son.  Our new 
Presiding Bishop, Michael Curry, has 
called upon Episcopalians to recover a 
sense of themselves as part of the “Jesus 
Movement” committed to spreading good 
news about Jesus by action and by word.  
Communications are varied and global in 
their reach.  Never have Christians in 
general and Episcopalians in particular 
had such a wonderful opportunity to tell 
people about the life transforming power 
of Jesus Christ.  So, as we approach the 
Christmas celebration of the birth of our 
Savior, I affirm with St. Paul in Galatians 
4: 4-7: 

But when the fullness of time had 
come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, 
born under the law, to redeem those who 
were under the law, so that we might 
receive adoption as children.  And 
because you are children, God has sent 
the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, 
crying, “Abba, Father!” So you are no 
longer a slave but a child, and if a child 
then also an heir, through God.  (New 
Revised Standard Version)   † 

Parish News… 

                      

                  Rector Away 

                                The Rev. Donald Lowery 

I will be away from the afternoon 
of December 25th until around December 
30th visiting family.  Some of you know 
the story of my great-grandmother who 
ate my cousin’s pet duck, if you don’t, just 
ask.  Anyway, that cousin, who I have not 
seen in years because he moved off to 
Chicago to seek his fortune, will be in 
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South Carolina over the weekend 
immediately after Christmas Day. God 
willing, I intend to spend some time with 
him and other family in Bennettsville, 
South Carolina and Laurinburg, North 
Carolina.  I am happy to report that despite 
being traumatized by our great-
grandmother, he has done well for himself 
in the Windy City.  † 

 

 

 

                                        The Rev. Donald Lowery 

We will have our Wednesday       
5:30 p.m. services.   December 2 will be 
the Healing Service. All the Wednesday 
services will be followed by a new 
devotion to which I was introduced called 
Stations for Advent. Based on the 
ancestors of Jesus, these stations offer an 
opportunity to reflect on the meaning of 
Advent.  They will be offered at about  
6:00 p.m. after the Wednesday Com-
munion services.  They last about 20 
minutes.  Even if you cannot come to the 
Communion Service at 5:30 p.m., come for 
Advent Stations at 6:00 p.m. to ponder the 
meaning of the birth of our Savior.  There 
will be no service on December 30th.  † 

  

                        T he  Rev. Donald Lowery 

     

  Youth Group will not meet on 
December 27th —  See “Rector Away” for 
reason! Also, see following article  for 
schedule  of upcoming youth events.  † 

 Service Projects for Youth Group 

                                           Yolanda Yoder 

Youth Group has their usual slate of 
service events during Advent.  Here’s the 
schedule: 

Sundays @ 5:00 p.m.             

November 29—Deliver Advent wreaths to shut -                   

                 ins.  (may need drivers) 

December   6—Register and plan for Souper         

              Bowl 

December 13—Assemble and decorate Chrismon 

               tree ( start  at 4:00 p.m. ) 

December 20—Attend  Old St.  John’s Lessons   

               and  Carols                                                            

 January  3 —     Remove tree        †                                                               
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THE  BELL  TOWER 

Schedule of Events 
Choir  Weekly Practice Schedule 

  Hand Bell Choir — Wed. at 6:00 PM 

  Parish Choir     —   Sun. at 9:00 AM 

 
Daily Morning Prayer 

 Monday-Thursday (weekly) 

  7:30 AM, Hughes House 

 
Tuesday –  December 1 

10:00 AM, ECW Meeting (Ladies Parlor) 
 
 
Wednesday –  December 2 

  5:30 PM, Healing Service 
  6:00 PM, Advent Stations 
 
  Saturday –  December 5 

  9:00 AM, ECW  Holiday Food Fair 

Sunday –  December 6 

  8:00 AM, Holy Eucharist - Rite I 

10:30 AM, Holy Eucharist - Rite II 

12:30 PM, La Misa Servicio  

 
Wednesday –  December 9 

  5:30 PM, Holy Eucharist 

  6:00 PM, Advent Stations  

Sunday –  December 13 

  8:00 AM, Holy Eucharist - Rite I 

10:30 AM, Holy Eucharist - Rite II 

12:30 PM, La Misa Servicio                    
 

Wednesday –  December 16 

5:30 PM, Holy Eucharist                                

6:00 PM , Advent Stations 

 
Sunday –  December 20 

  8:00 AM, Holy Eucharist - Rite I 

10:30 AM, Holy Eucharist - Rite II 

12:30 PM, La Misa Servicio                  

  5:00 PM, St. John’s, Williamsboro 

**ADVENT  LESSONS  & CAROLS** 

 
Wednesday –  December 23 

5:30 PM, Holy Eucharist                                

6:00 PM , Advent Stations 
 

   Thursday - December 24 
   **CHISTMAS EVE SERVICES**  
      4:30 PM, Misa pol la Navidad 
      6:00 PM, Holy Eucharist -- 
                      Children’s Homily 
    11:00 PM, Sung Service with Incense 
 
     Friday-  December 25 
   **CHRISTMAS DAY SERVICE** 

    10:30 AM, Holy Eucharist (Quiet Service) 

 
  Sunday - December 27  

  8:00 AM, Morning Prayer 

10:30 AM, Morning Prayer  

12:30 PM, Servicio Sin Comunion 

Holy Innocents Order of John Eaton 

                                                Yolanda Yoder 

  HI has established a way to honor our 
longer serving acolytes.  The Order of John 
Eaton will recognize servers who have 
achieved the following:  10th grade or older, 
confirmed member of HI, served as regular 
crucifer for 3 years, 10 hours of Community 
Service (not including acolyte service), rec-
ommended by priest and acolyte coordinator 
and approved by Vestry.   † 

VesTrY  News… 

  

Senior Warden’s Report     

 

I have been honored and blessed to 
have been the Senior Warden of ‘Holy Inno-
cents for the past three years. Much has been 
done, but much remains to be done. 

We have a great staff that keeps things 
running smoothly. Thank you Susie, Keith, 
Allen, and Anora. 

As we wrap up our Capital Campaign, 
I would like to thank all of you for your gen-
erous pledges. We have funded the John W. 
S. Davis Facilities Preservation Fund, which 
will help keep our beautiful church in good 
condition. Thanks to support from the ECW, 
we will be starting what will probably be our 
last project for a while – the renovation of the 
downstairs Ladies’ Lounge. 

Thanks to the generosity of our late 
friend and organist, Henry Ross, we have also 
established the Henry A. Ross, Jr. Music 
Fund. This fund will help promote music 
programs in both our church and the commu-
nity. We are planning a concert for this spring 
that will be open to the public and paid for by 
this fund. Thank Lisa Miravalle for agreeing 
to chair this project. 

We still need more financial support 
for our operations budget. It is what pays the 
bills to keep the doors open and the staff em-
ployed. Please consider an increase in your 
pledge as you are able to do so. 

Thank you again for your support and 
thanks be to God!           

  

 Newborn Gifts 

                                                Yolanda Yoder 

Again this year during Advent, ‘Holy 
Innocents will collect “Newborn gifts” to 
distribute to some of the littlest members   
of our community.  It’s a practical way to 
remember the newborn Christ child.  

Simply make or purchase a gift for a 
newborn child and bring it to one of our 
church services during Advent or 
(especially) on Christmas Eve.  It doesn’t 
need to be wrapped.  Just bring it to the 
front of the church during announcements.  
Remember, we are looking for gifts for new-
borns.  Receiving blankets, baby bottles, 
onesies, newborn size footed pjs, teething 
rings, soft toys, rattles and pacifiers are all 
good examples.  Baby wipes and newborn 
and    small size   diapers would   be helpful 
too. †  

  

Chrismon Tree 

                                                Yolanda Yoder 

  

 

 

 

 

The youth will put up and decorate 
the Chrismon Tree  December 13th.  Anyone 
is welcome to join us, especially the  young-
er youth and young at heart. Youth  should  
meet at 4:00 p.m. to assemble the tree.   
Decorating should start about 4:30 p.m.  †  

  

It’s Poinsettia Time                     

                          

                   Shirley Young 

   

Please contact the church office  to 
order your poinsettias and provide info you 
want to put in the bulletin.  The price will 
be $12.00.   † 

 

Tabitha Guild 

                        Betsy Catlett, Janet White &  
                      Margaret Willliamson 

           REMEMBER—Tabitha will not meet 
during the month of December.   See you  
in  January!     †  

Tom Church, Senior Warden 



by the Rev. Harrel  Johnson 
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December 2015 

The Deacon’s  Bench      
  

Our  annual convention  is this weekend and our  national  holiday of Thanksgiving will be celebrated next week and the week 
after we begin the season of Advent, the celebration of the coming of Christ.  I don’t know about you but the events of this week in Paris 
don’t give me much incentive to feel either Thankful or much like celebrating.  That is until I read the following statement from our New 
Presiding Bishop and the Bishop who ordained me seven years ago.  I also am reminded of the angels admonition to the Shepherds in 
their fields on a cold night during the first season of advent, Luke 2:10 “ but the angel said to them,” do not be afraid; for see—I am 
bringing  you good news of  great joy for  all the people: 

Episcopal Presiding Bishop Michael Curry addresses Syrian refugee crisis:                
“Be not afraid!” 

 

 

[November 18, 2015] Episcopal Church  Presiding  Bishop and  Primate  Michael B. Curry addresses  the  current  Syrian  refugee 
crisis:  “Be not afraid.”   
 
 Often in  the gospels, fear grips  the  people  of God, and time and again, either  the angels,  or Our  Lord  himself, respond with 
the same words of comfort: “Be not afraid.”   
 
 In times like this fear is real  and I share that fear with you.  Our instinct  tells us to be  afraid.  The fight-or-flight  mentality  takes 
hold.  At the present moment, many across our Church and our world are grasped by fear in response to the terrorist attacks that unfolded 
in Paris last Friday.  These fears are not unfounded.  We can and should support law enforcement officials who are working  hard  and  at 
great risk to protect us  from crime and  keep us  safe.   And yet, especially  when  we feel legitimate  fear, our  faith  reminds  us “Be not 
afraid.”  The larger truth is that our ultimate security comes from God in Christ. 
  
 In the Book of Leviticus, God says to the people of Israel that, “the foreigner who resides with you  shall be  to you as  the  citizen 
among you; you shall  love  the  foreigner  as yourself,  for  you were  foreigners  in the  land of  Egypt.”   Accordingly, we  welcome  the 
stranger.  We love our neighbor.  The Episcopal Church has long been committed to resettling refugees in our  own communities  fleeing 
violence and persecution. 
 
 The Domestic and Foreign Missionary  Society, through its Episcopal Migration Ministries service, works  with dioceses and con-
gregations, and the United States  government, to  settle  refugees in communities  across  this great  country.  The  Episcopal Church has 
been engaged in this ministry for more than 75 years.  We will not  let the  nightmare this world  often is keep us  from  carrying  out  the 
words of Jesus who told us to be a neighbor to those in need.  
 
 Refugees from places like Syria seek to escape the precise same ideological and religious extremism  that gave birth to the attacks 
in Paris.  They seek entry into our communities because their lives are imprisoned by daily fear for their  existence.   Just as Jesus bids us 
not to be afraid, we must, in turn, pass those words of comfort to those who turn to us for help. 
 
 But Jesus calls us to go even further: not just to love our neighbors and our kin, but to love our enemies.   This is  particularly diffi-
cult when we are afraid.    But even in the midst of our fear we stand on the solid ground of our faith and proclaim the faith in Christ cru-
cified and risen from the dead.  In practical terms, this may mean finding strength in prayer, or in our neighbors, or in our churches, or  in 
acts of solidarity with others who live in fear.   This is the hope that casts out fear.   
 
 The fear is real.  So we pray.  We go to church.  We remember who we are in Jesus.   Our resurrection hope is larger than 
fear.  Let nothing keep us from that hope, that faith, that security in Gods dream for all of humanity. 

“Be not afraid!   

The Most Rev. Michael B. Curry Presiding Bishop and Primate 
The Episcopal Church 

http://publicaffairs.createsend1.com/t/r-l-zykkuhk-xihjhodl-o/
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THE  BELL  TOWER 

 
 

 
            

 

SPECIAL PRINTED COPIES            
OF THE NEWSLETTER IN COLOR 

(compliments of your editor)    
 

     are located  in the Bell Tower and this 
issue is also available for viewing and 

downloading from our website:  
www.churchoftheholyinnocents.org 

 

          

Note from the EditorNote from the Editor…   

                Marsha Nelson                                                   
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please  submit any      
news  items either to the  church  office or  
e-mail them to:     MJNELSON@nc.rr.com 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Treasurer’s 
Report 

 Bob Nelson, Treasurer 

   
 

           

 

 

ECW  Note: 
 

 The Great Hall will be open from 
9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Friday (12/4) for food 
items to be brought to set up for the 
Food Fair.   

 Please bring any last minute 
items between 8:15 - 8:30  a.m.  on  
Saturday morning before we open for 
the public at 9 a.m.   Thanks!! 

http://www.churchoftheholyinnocents.org/newsletter.html
http://www.churchoftheholyinnocents.org/
mailto:MJNELSON@nc.rr.com
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Tommy Roberson…………….…..12/10 
John Palamar……………………..12/14 
Keith Aiken ................................... 12/16 
Tom Church .................................. 12/16 
Harrison Ford ................................ 12/18 
Tricia Seitzer ................................. 12/20 
Linda Ellis ..................................... 12/26 
Parkins Davis................................. 12/30 

 
 
 
 

Remember In     
 Your Prayers 

 

 
 

 
Meredith & Kermit Ellis ............... 12/09 
Sharon & Bill Stark ....................... 12/17 
Mary & Jerry Cottrell………….…12/22 
Shelby & John vanVenrooy ……..12/22 
Shirley & Chick Young ................ 12/26 
Cathie & Craig  Clodfelter ............ 12/27 
 

 

  Second  Sunday of Advent  
     December  6 ,  2015  

  Third Sunday of Advent  
      December 13,  2015  

  Fourth Sunday of Advent  
      December 20,  2015  

  Firs t  Day of Winter  
      December 21,  2015  

  Chr is tmas Eve  
      December 24,  2015  

  Chr is tmas Day  
      December 25,  2015  

  Feast  Day o f  t h e  Holy Innocent s  

      December 29,  2015  

  SpecialSpecial  DatesDates  

  BirthdaysBirthdays      AnniversariesAnniversaries    

Pray for Healing and Comfort: 

 Cynthia Shaw, Trayce Wheless,  
Barbara Collins, Staci Barnett,  Hazel 
Peck, MaryAnn Hill, Barbara Madi-
gan,   Melody Shearin,  Carolyn 
Lowery, Belinda Catlett, Mary 
Shearin, Meghen Bunn, Vivie Drake, 
Francis Saunders, Lisa Adcock, C.G. 
Williams, Bobby Woodward, Bettie 
Cooper, Griselle Woodward,   Gra-
ham Shearin, Rorin Platt,Tommy 
Greenway, Al Thompson, Hannah 
Youngblood, Marshall Cooper, Jean 
Gaddy Scholl, John Dow, Veneal 
Williams, Gus Bachman, and Tracy 
Clawson .                    

   

Altar FlowersAltar Flowers  

DECEMBER Unified Serving Schedule 

—COFFEE WILL BE SERVED IN THE GREAT HALL AFTER THE 10:30 AM SERVICE — 

Dec Bearers Acolytes Crucifer 
Lay Reader / 

Chalice Bearer Ushers 
Altar 
Guild 

Vestry 
Greeter 
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LorenaNegron 
(Book)         

Uriah Ford 
(Banner)  

   

 Sarah Rose Parish   
Mary Beth Parish 

Lehman Ford 

  8:00am—Bob Nelson 
10:30am—Richard  Davis 

             

Scott Hartness  
Donald Seifert 

Shirley 
Young 

Tracy  Madigan 
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LC Olmert  

(Book)                
Lehman Ford 

(Banner) 

Tucker Olmert  
Brennan Olmert 

Uriah Ford 

  
  
  8:00am—Steve Flannagan 
10:30am—Nick Long 
  

Scott Hartness  
Donald Seifert 

Shirley 
Young 

Margaret   
Williamson 

20 
Sarah Rose Parish 

(Book)                
AJ Holloway 

(Banner) 

Jason Elliot       
Juliana Negron 

Genie Parish 
  8:00am—Hut Wester 
10:30am—Ruth Hartness 

Scott Hartness  
Donald Seifert 

Anora 
Rainey 

John Foster 

24      
 6:00pm—Nancy Whitt   

11:00pm—Nick Andrews 
Scott Hartness  
Donald Seifert 

Anora 
Rainey 

 

25        10:30am—TBA  Anora 
Rainey 

  

27 
Sarah Rose Parish

(Book)          
Genie Parish  

(Banner) 

Chap Burnette   
Beau Burnette 

AJ Holloway 
   8:00am—Lucy Gray 
 10:30am—Tom Church 

Scott Hartness  
Donald Seifert 

Anora 
Rainey 

Craig         
Clodfelter 

NOTE:  IF YOU ARE SCHEDULED TO SERVE AND HAVE A CONFLICT, PLEASE CONTACT YOUR OWN           
REPLACEMENT AND NOTIFY THE CHURCH OFFICE. 

    MERRY   CHRISTMAS 

 
Mildred & D. Boyd Kimball …..12/06 
Sharon & Bill Stark  …………...12/13 
Hut Wester  ……………………12/20 
Martha  & John Zollicoffer ……12/25 
Christmas Flowers …………….12/27 

 6:00pm:     Tucker Olmert, Brennan Olmert,  Beau Burnette,   
     Chapman Scott Burnette, Lucy Catherine Olmert  
11:00pm:   William Parish, Genie Parish,  Sarah Rose Parish,   
        Mary Beth Parish, Jason Elliot, AJ Holloway 
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PHONE: 252-492-0904 
E-MAIL: hinnocents@centurylink.net 
 

THE CHURCH OF THE HOLY INNOCENTS 
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Join us for 


