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from the Rector       

The Rev. Donald Lowery  

A Word of Thanks  

It is Wednesday night before 
Thanksgiving as I write this lead article 
for the December newsletter.  Normally I 
am searching my thoughts for ideas 
related to Advent and Christmas, but 
tonight, though you will receive this in 
early December, my thoughts are 
focused on thanks. 

There is a reason why my 
thoughts turn to thanks this evening and 
it is more than the fact that we celebrate 
our great national holiday in the morning 
after I compose this.  We have lived 
through four high activity and 
potentially high stress days leading up to 
the holidays.  Our dear parish musician 
of 34 years died in late October and to 
accommodate the needs of his family we 
delayed his funeral until November.  The 
same weekend as his funeral I attended 

the Diocesan Convention with Deacon 
Johnson and the delegates from our 
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ADVENT  &  CHRISTMAS ADVENT  &  CHRISTMAS 

SERVICESSERVICES  
  in addition to normal Sunday schedule:in addition to normal Sunday schedule:   

 

 ADVENT LESSONS & CAROLSADVENT LESSONS & CAROLS 
                Old St. John’s, Williamsboro  

        Sunday, December 21 at 5:00 p.m. 
  

 CHRISTMAS  EVE  SERVICESCHRISTMAS  EVE  SERVICES 
                        --  Wednesday,  December 24 Wednesday,  December 24 -- 
                3:00 p.m. Kerr Lake Nursing Home   
                4:30 p.m. Misa in Espanol 
        6:00 p.m. Early Christmas Eve 
                        (Children’s Homily) 
      11:00 p.m. Christmas Eve                
         (Sung Service with Incense) 
 

  CHRISTMAS  DAY  SERVICECHRISTMAS  DAY  SERVICE  
                            --  Thursday, December 25 Thursday, December 25 --  
              10:30 a.m. Quiet Service   
 

  NEW YEAR’S  DAY  SERVICENEW YEAR’S  DAY  SERVICE  
                            --  Wednesday, January 1Wednesday, January 1--  
              10:30 a.m. Quiet Service                   
                
 
Please note the slight shift in service times 
for the earlier services on Christmas Eve.  
Our parish has done communion at Pine  
Haven, then Britthaven and now Kerr Lake 
Nursing home for  years at 3 pm on the 2nd 
and 4th Wednesdays.  The fourth Wednesday  
falls on Christmas Eve this year and I want 
to do the service for the elders who faithfully 
attend.  Thanks for your indulgence. 

December Birthdays  

     and Anniversaries 

Remember in Your Prayers 

Special Dates 

Unified Serving Schedule 

 Treasurer’s Report... 

 ECW Bazaar... 
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parish, though with permission to leave 
early from our most gracious Bishop 
Curry.  Sunday after Henry’s funeral we 
had our first visitation from our new 
Bishop Suffragan Anne Hodges-Copple.  
Later than evening, we lost another 
beloved parishioner to death, Marilyn 
Williams.  Her funeral was the Tuesday 
after the visit. 

 All those events in close 
proximity meant we had a whole lot of 
work to do.  Chairs had to be moved to 
the church in case we had an overflow 
crowd.  Three significant receptions 
were prepared, so that we could honor 
the families who were touched by death, 
and celebrate our new bishop.  The Altar 
Guild had to prepare for four worship 
services, one on Saturday, two on 
Sunday and another on Tuesday. This 
parish rose to the occasion with the grace 
and style and good hearted love that 
make it such a wonderful place to serve 
as rector. 

If you will forgive me for not 
attempting to name all the names of 
those who worked so hard and served so 
generously, I want to say a heartfelt 
THANK YOU to all of you.  I could not 
have gotten through the cluster of events 
we had without the support and help of 
members of this congregation.  There are 
not words to express the depth of my 
gratitude. 

 

 

 I also know we have work to do.  
I have been in touch with Mrs. Ruth 
Hoffman.  She is an officer in the North 
Carolina Chapter of the American Guild 
of Organists (AGO hereafter.)   Ruth has 
responsibility from the AGO to assist 
congregations when they need to search 
for a new organist.  The vestry has 
agreed to meet with her as we begin to 
look for a new parish musician.  She will 
not only help us structure our search, but 
talk about how we grieve our loss and 
make creative plans for the future of 
music at Holy Innocents. 

 We need to take time to grieve.  I 
have talked some about how difficult it 
has been for me as a priest and pastor to 
deal with so much death and the ensuing 
loss of well-beloved members.  
However, I am aware that all of us are 
grieving at this time.  December 28th is 

the Feast of the Holy Innocents, our parish 
patronal name day.  Holy Innocents falls 
on a Sunday this year and we will keep 
the day in memory of the children 
murdered by King Herod as he attempted 
to kill the Baby Jesus.  We will also 
reflect on how we sometimes feel sorrow 
at the holidays with thoughts about how 
our faith helps us cope.   

 I love this church.  First and 
foremost I love the people God has called 
me to serve in this place. I love the 
buildings that God in his generosity 
moved our forebears to build and pass on 
to us.  I rejoice that so many ministries 
happen in these beautiful buildings, some 
of which are inreach and others outreach.  
I celebrate the worship of the church week 
by week in the Beauty of Holiness in this 
sacred place.  I am thankful.  † 

 

Parish News… 

                      

                

             The Rev. Donald Lowery 

Our meeting dates and times in 
December are as follows: 

    December 7 - at 5:00 p.m. 

    December 14th - we will meet a bit 
earlier, at 4:00 p.m. to erect and decorate 
the Chrismon tree.   When we decorate the 
Chrismon tree, we will also discuss some 
business items around the tree, that is, do 
we want to meet earlier in winter since it 
gets dark so early?  Do we want to do a 
special weekday event while people are 
out of school like a movie or a shopping 
expedition?   

December 21st   - we have Lessons 
and Carols at Old St. John’s in 
Williamsborough.    

December 28th - at 5:00 p.m. to 
discuss what made Christmas special for 
us this year.  †       

  

       The Rev. Donald Lowery 

 

This service will be held on 
December 3 at 5:30 p.m. in Church. † 
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  The Rev. Donald Lowery 

   

Wednesday Holy Communion will 
be held on December 10, 17 and 31, at 
5:30 in the Church.   †  

 

 

 Church Office 

              

                  The Rev. Donald Lowery 

We welcome our new church office 
administrator, Mrs. Susie  Pahl.  She is the 
wife  of the Rev. James L.  Pahl, Jr., Rector 
of St. Stephen’s Church, Oxford.  Our 
church  office  hours  are  now   10:00 a.m. 
to 2:00 p.m. Tuesday through Friday.  The  
office will be closed on December 25, 26  
and January 1 and will be open limited 
hours on other days from Christmas to 
New Year’s Day - basically  open enough 
to make sure bulletins get printed and 
deposits made.  † 

 

The Feast of the Holy  Innocents 

                        The Rev. Donald Lowery 

The Feast of the Holy Innocents—
our  patronal feast, will be observed on 
December 28th, with services at the usual 
times.  Special focus will be on the Stained 
Glass over the altar and the story it tells as 
well as how faith helps us cope with 
sorrow during the holidays.   † 

 
Tabitha Guild 

                       Betsy Catlett, Janet White &  
                      Margaret Willliamson 

REMEMBER—Tabitha will not 
meet during the month of December.   See 
you in January!     †  

 

 

 

 

 



by the Rev. Harrel  Johnson 

 

 

                                 The Deacon’s  Bench      

          
              

 

I believe that by the time that you receive this issue of our newsletter that it will 
either be or near the first Sunday of the Advent.   There’s an interesting quote – from an 
unexpected source – that applies to this First Day of Advent, from a book you may have 
read to your children or grandchildren, or that you may remember from your own 
childhood. The book is by Dr. Seuss, and is entitled One Fish, Two Fish, Red Fish, Blue 
Fish. The quote to consider today is brief: 

From there to here, 

from here to there, 

funny things 

are everywhere. 

From there to here, 

from here to there, 

funny things 

are everywhere. 

Funny things are everywhere! And there are two things funny about this First 
Sunday of Advent, the start of a new church year. The first of them is that, here at the 
start of a new year, we don’t look back to the beginning, but we look forward to the end. 
Here on the first day of the new church year, we do not focus on the past, but we 
anticipate the future where Christ promises to meet us. 

The second funny thing about Advent is related to the first. When we look 
forward to the end, when we anticipate the future, we do not treat this conclusion as 
some distant, far-off event. It is near at hand. It may be as close as the next second. So 
imminent is it, in fact, that the future comes and takes up residence in the present. The 
Christ who will arrive with power and great glory at the end of time comes to us also 
before the end of time. 

But Christ does not wait until the end of the world, or even until our death, in 
order to approach us. He is always appearing; he is the lord of a million disguises.  
There’s something more as well: when we recognize Christ in one of his disguises, in the 
course of every day, then he will be no stranger to our eyes. When he comes again at the 
end of time, we will be fit to meet him. Without fear or shame or “un-familiarity,” we 
will rejoice to behold his appearance. 

                        From there to here, 

from here to there, 

the Holy One 

is everywhere. 

                        from there to here, 

from here to there, 

the Holy One 

is everywhere.     † 
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THE  BELL  TOWER 

Schedule of Events 

Choir  Weekly Practice Schedule 

  Hand Bell Choir — Wed. at 6:00 PM 

  Parish Choir     —   Sun. at 9:30 AM 

 
Daily Morning Prayer 

 Monday-Thursday (weekly) 

  7:30 AM, Ladies Parlor 

 
Wednesday –  December 3 

  5:30 PM, Healing Service 
 
 
 Saturday –  December 6 

  9:00 AM, ECW  Bazaar 

Sunday –  December 7 

  8:00 AM, Holy Eucharist - Rite I 

10:30 AM, Holy Eucharist - Rite II 

12:30 PM, La Misa Servicio  

 
Wednesday –  December 10 

  3:00 PM, Nursing Home Ministry  

  5:30 PM, Holy Eucharist 

Sunday –  December 14 

  8:00 AM, Holy Eucharist - Rite I 

10:30 AM, Children’s Sunday School 

10:30 AM, Holy Eucharist - Rite II 

12:30 PM, La Misa Servicio                    
 

Wednesday –  December 17 

  5:30 PM, Holy Eucharist 

 
Sunday –  December 21 

  8:00 AM, Holy Eucharist - Rite I 

10:30 AM, Children’s Sunday School 

10:30 AM, Holy Eucharist - Rite II 

12:30 PM, La Misa Servicio                  

  5:00 PM, St. John’s, Williamsboro 

**ADVENT  LESSONS  & CAROLS** 
 

   
     Wednesday- December 24 
   **CHISTMAS EVE SERVICES**  
      3:00 PM, Nursing Home Ministry 
      4:30 PM, Misa pol la Navidad 
      6:00 PM, Holy Eucharist -- 
                      Children’s Homily 
    11:00 PM, Sung Service with Incense 
 
     Thursday-  December 25 
   **CHRISTMAS DAY SERVICE** 

    10:30 AM, Holy Eucharist  
 
  Sunday - December 28  

  8:00 AM, Holy Eucharist - Rite I 

10:30 AM, Holy Eucharist - Rite II 

12:30 PM, La Misa Servicio  

                   
Wednesday –  December 31 

  5:30 PM, Holy Eucharist 
Services are conducted in the Church, unless otherwise noted. 

December 2014 
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Junior Warden’s Report 
               Craig Clodfelter, Junior Warden 

In my first year as Junior Warden I 
have learned much about the requirements 
for maintaining our very special struc-
tures. Thanks to the faithful, excellent 
work done by those before me and the 
routine generosity of our members, I have 
found our facilities to be in very good 
condition. 

Some associated activities this year 
include: 

A rain diverter was added above 
the gated, back, outside steps leading to 
the basement to keep that basement area 
from being flooded during very heavy 
rain. 

We renewed our lease to the city 
for their use of Jackson Park (basketball 
courts behind the church) as a community 
recreational area for 10 years at $1/year. 

A fallen tree at the rectory and a 
dead Japanese maple in the church garden 
were removed. 

Thanks to many helpful hands, the 
garages between the Hughes and Cooper 
houses have been cleaned out. 

The window air conditioner in the 
preschool office was replaced. 

Missing slates were replaced on the 
main church roof. 

The Cooper house was vacated by 
the addiction recovery center for women 
and we are currently looking at the possi-
bilities for a future resident. (Thanks only 
to the generosity of Holy Innocents’ 
members this house has served as a wel-
come refuge for many needy souls.) 

While the chandelier will remain as 
is, we plan to replace the other fixtures in 
the Great Hall in the near future. 

Richard Davis and Keith Aiken, in 
particular, have been of invaluable assis-
tance with their knowledge and assistance 
at the ready. Many thanks to them and all 
others whose ongoing efforts help make 
Holy Innocents the very  special place it 
is. † 

 

 

Sunday School in December 

  Patti  Nelson 

Youth Sunday School will be held 
downstairs at 10:30 a.m. on December 14th 
and 21st.  The topic will be gift giving and 
we will be making small Christmas craft 
gifts over the two Sundays.   † 

 

VesTrY  News… 

 

Senior Warden’s Report 
                             Tom Church, Senior Warden 

It has again been a privilege for me 
to serve as your Senior Warden.  I have 
enjoyed working with Don, Harrel, and the 
Vestry this past year. 

Much has happened this year.  I hope 
that you will take the time to review the 
reports in the Annual Report when it is pub-
lished to see just how much has happened 
and is happening.  As you review these  
reports, think and pray about where your 
talents can be used at ‘Holy Innocents.  
This church is its people and there is a place 
for everyone as we seek to serve our Lord 
together. 

I would be remiss if I did not men-
tion the tremendous loss of our long time 
friend and organist, Henry Ross. His illness 
and death were a very emotional time for 
Don, the choir, and all of us who knew him 
well.  He will be truly missed by all! 

We again have been blessed with a 
hard working Vestry that has truly  worked 
as a team.  We will miss Lisa, Bill and 
Kathy.  Their shoes will be hard to fill but, 
as always, I know that we will elect compe-
tent replacements. 

Although we have again lost several 
long time and faithful members, we have 
been blessed by the addition of several new 
families.  With your support and the leader-
ship of Don, Harrel, and the Vestry, ‘Holy 
Innocents will continue to grow. 

Thanks be to God!      † 

 

Christian         

Education News… 

  

Newborn Gifts 

                                                Yolanda Yoder 

Again this year during Advent, ‘Holy 
Innocents would like to collect “Newborn 
gifts” to distribute to some of the littlest 
members of our community.  It’s a practical 
way to remember the newborn Christ child.  

Simply make or purchase a gift for a 
newborn child and bring it to one of our 
church services during Advent or 
(especially) on Christmas Eve.  It doesn’t 
need to be wrapped.  Just bring it to the 
front of the church during announcements.  
Remember, we are looking for gifts for new-
borns.  Receiving blankets, baby bottles, 
onesies, newborn size footed pjs, teething 
rings, soft toys, rattles and pacifiers are all 
good examples.  Baby wipes and newborn 
and    small size   diapers would   be helpful 
too. †  

  

 Chrismon Tree 

                                                     Yolanda Yoder 

 December 14th the youth will put up 
and decorate the Chrismon Tree.  Anyone is 
welcome to join us, especially the Sunday 
School and younger youth. Youth should 
meet at 4:00 p.m. to assemble the tree.   
Decorating should start about 5:00 p.m.  †  
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THE  BELL  TOWER 

 
 

 
            

SPECIAL PRINTED COPIES            
OF THE NEWSLETTER IN COLOR 

(compliments of your editor)    
 

     are located  in the Bell Tower and this 
issue is also available for viewing and 

downloading from our website:  
www.churchoftheholyinnocents.org 

 

          

Note from the EditorNote from the Editor…   

                Marsha Nelson                                                   
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please  submit any      
news  items either to the  church  office or  
e-mail them to:     MJNELSON@nc.rr.com 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Treasurer’s 
Report 

 Bob Nelson, Treasurer 

 
   
 

           

 

 

ECW  Note: 
 

The Great Hall will be open from 9 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. Friday (12/5) for food/craft 
items to be brought to set up for the    
bazaar.  For any last minute items        
on  Saturday morning before we open       
for the public at 9 a.m.,  please come        
between 8:15 - 8:30  a.m.       Thanks!! 

http://www.churchoftheholyinnocents.org/newsletter.html
http://www.churchoftheholyinnocents.org/
mailto:MJNELSON@nc.rr.com
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DECEMBER Unified Serving Schedule 

— COFFEE WILL BE SERVED IN THE GREAT HALL AFTER THE 10:30 AM SERVICE — 

Dec. Acolytes Crucifer 
Lay Reader / 

Chalice Bearer Ushers 
Altar 
Guild 

Flowers 

7 

Sarah Rose Parish  
(book)                      

Misty Holloway      
Ethan Holloway 

 

  Genie Parish 
8:00am - Bob Nelson 

10:30am –Tom Church 

 
Scott Hartness 
Donald Seifert 

 

Anora Rainey 
D. Boyd &          

Mildred Kimball 

14 

Mary Beth Parish       
(book)                       

Lorena Negron         
Juliana Negron 

 

Uriah Ford 
8:00am - Rick Palamar 

10:30am –Marshall Cooper 

 
Scott Hartness 
Donald Seifert 

 

Anora Rainey  

21 
Anne Presho  (book)    

Liz Presho                
Amber Presho 

  AJ Holloway 
8:00am - Hut Wester 
10:30am - Nick Long 

 
 

Scott Hartness 
Donald Seifert 

 
 

Mariana Davis Hut Wester 

24 

   6:00 pm-Ann Presho  

Lucy C. Olmert (book)                  
Brennan&Tucker Olmert      
11:00 pm Genie Parish 

(book) 

* 

  6:00 pm –Lehman Ford 
 
 
                                               

11:00 pm-William Parish          
xxxxxxxxxx 

6:00 pm - Nancy Whitt 
 
 

11:00 pm - Nick Andrews 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

x     

 
Scott Hartness 
Donald Seifert 

 

Mariana Davis 
Christmas-     

John & Martha 
Zollicoffer 

25 *** *** 10:30am -TBA 
 
 Mariana Davis  

28 Lehman Ford (book)  

* 
Uriah Ford 

8:00am - Richard Davis 
10:30am - Nick Andrews 

Scott Hartness 
Donald Seifert Mariana Davis  

 
 
 
 

Emily Houle .................................. 12/10 
Tommy Roberson…………….…..12/10 
Keith Aiken ................................... 12/16 
Tom Church .................................. 12/16 
Harrison Ford ................................ 12/18 
Tricia Seitzer ................................. 12/20 
Mason Stewardson ........................ 12/26 
Linda Ellis ..................................... 12/26 
Parkins Davis................................. 12/30 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Meredith & Kermit Ellis................ 12/09 
Sharon & Bill Stark ....................... 12/17 
Mary & Jerry Cottrell .................... 12/19 
Shelby & John vanVenrooy ……..12/22 
Shirley & Chick Young ................. 12/26 
Cathie & Craig  Clodfelter ............ 12/27 

Remember In     
 Your Prayers 

 

 
 

 

 Second  Sunday of Advent  
     December  7 ,  2014  
 

 Third Sunday of Advent  
      December 14,  2014  
     

 Fourth Sunday of Advent  
      December 21,  2014  
 

 Firs t  Day of Winter  
      December 21,  2014  
 

 Chr is tmas Eve  
      December 24,  2014  
 

 Chr is tmas Day  
      December 25,  2014  
 

 Feast  Day o f  t h e  Holy Innocent s  

      December 28,  2014  
 

 

  SpecialSpecial  DatesDates    BirthdaysBirthdays    

  AnniversariesAnniversaries    

Pray for Healing and Comfort: 

Cynthia Shaw, Helen Church Miles, 
Trayce Wheless,  Barbara Collins, 
Staci Barnett, Harry Collins, Hazel 
Peck, MaryAnn Hill, Barbara Madi-
gan,   Melody Shearin,  Carolyn 
Lowery, Belinda Catlett, Mary 
Shearin, Meghen Bunn, , Marion 
Devoe, Vivie Drake, Peggy Polak, 
Kimberly H. Hartness, Graham 
Shearin,  Rorin Platt,  Bill Duff, 
Georgia Wilson, Tommy Greenway,  
Laura Peace, Barbara Foster and 
Bishop Michael Curry. 

   

  

Matthew Williamson                        5:00 pm –St. John’s 

* Mary Beth Parish , Sarah Rose Parish, Matthew Williamson  (Thurifer) 

*Jason Elliot, Brennan Olmert, William Parish (Banner) 

    MERRY   CHRISTMAS 
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The Church of the Holy InnocentsThe Church of the Holy Innocents  

Join us for 


